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James A. Worth, State Bar No. 147207 
McMURTREY, HARTSOCK, WORTH & ST LAWRENCE 
2001 22nd Street, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, California 93301 
Telephone No.: 661.322.4417 
Fax No.: 661.322.8123 
Email: jim@mhwslegal.com 
 
Douglas J. Evertz, State Bar No. 123066 
Emily L. Madueno, State Bar No. 251721 
MURPHY & EVERTZ LLP 
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 550 
Costa Mesa, California 92626 
Telephone No.: 714.277.1700 
Fax No.: 714.277.1777 
Email: devertz@murphyevertz.com 
 emadueno@murphyevertz.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendant, Cross-Complainant, & Cross-Defendant 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, CIVIL COMPLEX CENTER 
 

MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC; et al., 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER 
DISTRICT; et al., 
 
 Defendants. 
 

 Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC 
 
[Related to: Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-
WM-CXC; Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-
WM-CXC; Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-
MC-CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01239487-CU-
MC-CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-
MC-CJC] 
 
Assigned For All Purposes To: 
The Honorable William Claster, Dept. CX101 
 
 
NOTICE OF RULING FROM THE 
3/22/24 HEARING AND STATUS 
CONFERENCE 
 
 
 
 

 

Exempt From Fees Per  
Govt. Code § 6103 
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INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER 
DISTRICT, 
 
 Cross-Complainant, 
 
v. 
 
ALL PERSONS WHO CLAIM A RIGHT 
TO EXTRACT GROUNDWATER IN THE 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER BASIN NO. 6-54 
WHETHER BASED ON 
APPROPRIATION, OVERLYING RIGHT, 
OR OTHER BASIS OF RIGHT, AND/OR 
WHO CLAIM A RIGHT TO USE OF 
STORAGE SPACE IN THE BASIN; et al., 
 
 Cross-Defendants. 
 

 In All Related Cases 
Next Status Conference: 
Date: June 14, 2024 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Dept.: CX101 
 

In the Basin Adjudication 
Order to Show Cause Re: Basin Boundary: 
Date: June 14, 2024 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Dept.: CX101 
 
Hearing on Searles Valley Minerals Inc.’s 
Motion for Phase 2 Trial Setting: 
Date: June 14, 2024 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Dept.: CX101 
 
Phase 1 Trial re United States of America’s 
Federal Reserved Water Right Claim: 
Date: April 28, 2025 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Dept.: CX101 
 

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC., 
 
 Cross-Complainant, 
 
v. 
 
ALL PERSONS WHO CLAIM A RIGHT 
TO EXTRACT GROUNDWATER IN THE 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER BASIN NO. 6-54 
WHETHER BASED ON 
APPROPRIATION, OVERLYING RIGHT, 
OR OTHER BASIS OF RIGHT, AND/OR 
WHO CLAIM A RIGHT TO USE OF 
STORAGE SPACE IN THE BASIN; et al., 
 
 Cross-Defendants. 
 

 In Case No. 30-2022-01239479 
Hearing on Indian Wells Valley 
Groundwater Authority’s Motion for 
Preliminary Injunction: 
Date: June 14, 2024 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Dept.: CX101 
 
Complaint Filed: November 19, 2019 
Phase 1 Trial Date: April 28, 2025 
 
 

 
AND RELATED CASES. 
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TO ALL PARTIES AND THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on March 22, 2024, at 1:30 p.m., the Court held (a) a 

hearing on the Motion for Order to Divide Trial into Phases, Issue an Order to Show Cause re: 

Basin Boundary, Set a Phase 1 Trial re: Groundwater in Storage and United States’ Federal 

Reserved Water Right Claim, and Partially Lift Discovery Stay (“Phase 1 Trial Motion”) of 

Defendant, Cross-Complainant, and Cross-Defendant Indian Wells Valley Water District 

(“District”) in the above-captioned action; and (b) a Status Conference in the above-captioned 

action and all related actions.  The Court made the following rulings: 

1. In Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC: 

A. Ruling on the Phase 1 Trial Motion:  The Court GRANTED in part and DENIED 

without prejudice in part the Phase 1 Trial Motion.  The Court granted the Phase 1 Trial Motion 

as to the District’s request to set a phase 1 bench trial (“Phase 1 Trial”) to adjudicate the federal 

reserved water right claim of Cross-Defendant United States of America.  The Court denied 

without prejudice the Phase 1 Trial Motion as to the District’s request to set trial to determine the 

amount of groundwater in storage within the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin (“Basin”).  

The Court further granted the Phase 1 Trial Motion as to the District’s request to partially lift the 

stay on discovery as to initial disclosures per Code of Civil Procedure section 842, as to the 

District’s request to partially lift the stay on discovery as to the issue to be tried at the Phase 1 

Trial, and as to the District’s request to partially lift the stay on expert disclosures as to the issue 

to be tried at the Phase 1 Trial. 

B. Phase 1 Trial:  The Court set the Phase 1 Trial with a ten-court-day estimate for 

April 28, 2025, at 9:00 a.m., in Department CX101 of the Orange County Superior Court, 

Civil Complex Center, located at 751 West Santa Ana Boulevard, Santa Ana, California 92701.  

The Court ordered that the United States’ federal reserved water right claim will be tried at the 

Phase 1 Trial. 

C. Pre-Trial Schedule for the Phase 1 Trial:  The Court ordered the parties to meet 

and confer to develop a pre-trial schedule, including a schedule for discovery, the exchange of 

expert disclosures, expert discovery, the filing and service of dispositive motions (if any), and 



 

{00274054.2 } 4 
NOTICE OF RULING FROM THE 3/22/24 HEARING AND STATUS CONFERENCE 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

the filing and service of motions in limine (if any), among other things, for the Phase 1 Trial.  

The Court further ordered the District to submit a proposed Case Management Order for the 

Phase 1 Trial based on the parties’ meet and confer efforts. 

D. Exchange of Initial Disclosures:  The Court ordered the exchange of initial 

disclosures required by Code of Civil Procedure section 842 to occur no later than May 17, 2024 

for all parties who had already appeared in the case as of the March 22, 2024 Status Conference.  

For any party making its first appearance in the case after March 22, 2024, the Court ordered that 

the party shall exchange its initial disclosures within 60 days from the date of that party’s 

appearance. 

E. Proof of Service and Notice:  The Court ordered the District to file and serve 

proof of service and notice with supporting declarations and documentation for all methods of 

service and notice, including the District’s recent posting and prior certified mailing, no later 

than April 5, 2024. 

F. Order to Show Cause Re: Basin Boundary:  The Court set a hearing on an Order 

to Show Cause Re: Basin Boundary for June 14, 2024, at 1:30 p.m., in Department CX101 of 

the Orange County Superior Court, Civil Complex Center, located at 751 West Santa Ana 

Boulevard, Santa Ana, California 92701.  The Court ordered the District to prepare a Proposed 

Order to Show Cause to submit to the Court no later than March 29, 2024. 

G. Motion for Phase 2 Trial Setting:  The Court reserved June 14, 2024, at 

1:30 p.m., in Department CX101 of the Orange County Superior Court, Civil Complex Center, 

located at 751 West Santa Ana Boulevard, Santa Ana, California 92701, for a hearing on a 

motion by Defendant, Cross-Defendant, and Cross-Complainant Searles Valley Minerals, Inc. 

for order setting a phase 2 trial.  The Court ordered that any motion for a phase 2 trial setting 

shall be filed, served, and briefed pursuant to the Code of Civil Procedure.  The Court also 

ordered that the parties meet and confer prior to the filing of the motion. 

H. Initial Appearance Fee Waiver:  The Court granted the District’s unopposed 

request to reinstate waiver of the initial appearance fee (filing fee) for Case No. 30-2021-

01187275-CU-OR-CJC through June 30, 2024. 
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I. Section 833(d) Exemption:  The Court modified its tentative ruling, which 

became the final ruling of the Court, to defer the setting of any hearing to determine whether, 

pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 833(d), claims for minor water users (not to exceed 

five acre-feet of water per year) have a material effect on the groundwater rights of other parties 

in the context of a request for an exemption of those claims.  The Court deferred setting any 

hearing under section 833(d) unless and until a party seeks an exemption pursuant to that section. 

2. In Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-MC-CJC: 

A. Hearing on Motion for Preliminary Injunction:  On its own motion, the Court 

continued the hearing on the Motion of the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority for 

Preliminary Injunction from April 12, 2024 to June 14, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., in 

Department CX101 of the Orange County Superior Court, Civil Complex Center, located at 

751 West Santa Ana Boulevard, Santa Ana, California 92701. 

3. In All Related Cases (Case Nos. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC; 30-2021-01187589-

CU-WM-CXC, consolidated with 30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC; 30-2022-

01239479-CU-MC-CJC; 30-2022-01239487-CU-MC-CJC; and 30-2022-01249146-

CU-MC-CJC): 

A. Next Status Conference:  The Court set a Further Status Conference for 

June 14, 2024, at 1:30 p.m., in Department CX101 of the Orange County Superior Court, Civil 

Complex Center, located at 751 West Santa Ana Boulevard, Santa Ana, California 92701. 

B. Joint Status Conference Statement:  The Court ordered the parties to submit one 

Joint Status Conference Statement, which shall be filed under Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-

OR-CJC no later than June 7, 2024. 

C. Notice:  The Court ordered the District to give notice. 

4. Minute Orders: 

A. Attached as Exhibit “1” and incorporated by this reference is a true and correct 

copy of the Court’s March 22, 2024 Minute Order in Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC. 
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B. Attached as Exhibit “2” and incorporated by this reference is a true and correct

copy of the Court’s March 22, 2024 Minute Order in Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-

CXC, consolidated with Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC. 

C. Attached as Exhibit “3” and incorporated by this reference is a true and correct

copy of the Court’s March 22, 2024 Minute Order in Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-MC-CJC. 

D. Attached as Exhibit “4” and incorporated by this reference is a true and correct

copy of the Court’s March 22, 2024 Minute Order in Case No. 30-2022-01239487-CU-MC-CJC. 

E. Attached as Exhibit “5” and incorporated by this reference is a true and correct

copy of the Court’s March 22, 2024 Minute Order in Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-MC-CJC. 

DATED: April 3, 2024 MURPHY & EVERTZ LLP 

By: 
Douglas J. Evertz 
Emily L. Madueno 
Attorneys for Defendant, Cross-Complainant, & 
Cross-Defendant 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

/s/ Emily L. Madueno
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