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ERIC GARNER, Bar No. 130665 
Eric.Garner@bbklaw.com 
JEFFREY V. DUNN, Bar No. 131926 
Jeffrey.Dunn@bbklaw.com 
MAYA MOUAWAD, Bar No. 311737 
Maya.Mouawad@bbklaw.com 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 
18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000 
Irvine, California 92612 
Telephone: (949) 263-2600 
Facsimile: (949) 260-0972 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff and Petitioner 
Searles Valley Minerals Inc. 
 
  

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF ORANGE, CIVIL COMPLEX CENTER 

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC., 

Petitioner and Plaintiff, 

v. 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
AUTHORITY, BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 
THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, ALL 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE MATTER 
OF THE VALIDITY OF THE INDIAN WELLS 
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY’S 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
FOR THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER BASIN; and DOES 1 
through 100,000, inclusive, 

Respondents and 
Defendants. 

Lead Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-
CXC 

[Consolidated Case: 30-2021-01188089-
CU-WM-CXC] 

[Related Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-
OR-CJC] 

PETITIONER AND PLAINTIFF 
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.’S 
REPLY TO OBJECTIONS TO 
DECLARATION OF BURNELL H. 
BLANCHARD 

 

HEARING JUDGE:  Hon. Kirk Nakamura 

Date: May 20, 2021 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Dept.: CX103 
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SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.’S REPLY TO OBJECTIONS TO  

DECLARATION OF BURNELL H. BLANCHARD 

Respondent Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (“Authority”) objects to the 

Declaration of Burnell H. Blanchard filed on April 26, 2021 in support of Petitioner and Plaintiff 

Searles Valley Mineral Inc.’s (“Searles”) Ex Parte Application for (1) a Temporary Restraining 

Order; and (2) an Order to Show Cause Why a Preliminary Injunction Should not Be Issued 

(“Blanchard Declaration”) on a single ground – that the Blanchard Declaration lacks the jurat or a 

statement that Mr. Blanchard signed his declaration under “penalty of perjury.”  

Due to an inadvertent clerical error, the jurat was mistakenly omitted from the Blanchard 

Declaration. Concurrently filed with this Reply is a notice of errata attaching the amended 

declaration containing the jurat.  Other than adding the jurat and amending the caption and date of 

the Blanchard Declaration, nothing else was changed in the declaration. As the sole basis for the 

Authority’s objection has been cured and corrected, the Court should overrule the Authority’s 

objection.   

 
 
Dated: May 13, 2021 
 

BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP 

By: 
ERIC L. GARNER 
JEFFREY V. DUNN 
MAYA MOUAWAD 
TYLER ANTHONY 
Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
Searles Valley Minerals Inc. 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

At the time of service I was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action.  My 
business address is 18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000, Irvine, California 92612.  On May 
13, 2021, I served the following document(s): 

PETITIONER AND PLAINTIFF SEARLES VALLEY 
MINERALS INC.’S REPLY TO OBJECTIONS TO 
DECLARATION OF BURNELL H. BLANCHARD 

 By fax transmission.  Based on an agreement of the parties to accept service by 
fax transmission, I faxed the documents to the persons at the fax numbers listed 
below. No error was reported by the fax machine that I used. A copy of the record 
of the fax transmission, which I printed out, is attached. 

 By United States mail.  I enclosed the documents in a sealed envelope or package 
addressed to the persons at the addresses listed below (specify one): 

  Deposited the sealed envelope with the United States Postal Service, with 
the postage fully prepaid. 

  Placed the envelope for collection and mailing, following our ordinary 
business practices. I am readily familiar with this business's practice for 
collecting and processing correspondence for mailing. On the same day that 
correspondence is placed for collection and mailing, it is deposited in the 
ordinary course of business with the United States Postal Service, in a 
sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid. 

 I am a resident or employed in the county where the mailing occurred. The 
envelope or package was placed in the mail at Irvine, California. 

 By personal service.  At ____ a.m./p.m., I personally delivered the documents to 
the persons at the addresses listed below. (1) For a party represented by an 
attorney, delivery was made to the attorney or at the attorney's office by leaving the 
documents in an envelope or package clearly labeled to identify the attorney being 
served with a receptionist or an Individual in charge of the office. (2) For a party, 
delivery was made to the party or by leaving the documents at the party's residence 
with some person not less than 18 years of age between the hours of eight in the 
morning and six in the evening. 

 By messenger service.  I served the documents by placing them in an envelope or 
package addressed to the persons at the addresses listed below and providing them 
to a professional messenger service for service. A Declaration of Messenger is 
attached. 
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 By overnight delivery. I enclosed the documents in an envelope or package 
provided by an overnight delivery carrier and addressed to the persons at the 
addresses listed below. I placed the envelope or package for collection and 
overnight delivery at an office or a regularly utilized drop box of the overnight 
delivery carrier. 

 By e-mail or electronic transmission.  Based on a court order or an agreement of 
the parties to accept service by e-mail or electronic transmission, I caused the 
documents to be sent to the persons at the e-mail addresses listed below. I did not 
receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any electronic message or 
other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 

 
Scott Slater 
Amy M. Steinfeld 
Elisabeth Esposito 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
1021 Anacapa St., 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, CA  93101 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
Mojave Pistachios, LLC; John Thomas 
Conaway; John Thomas Conaway Trust; 
John Thomas Conaway Living Trust 
U/D/T August 7, 2008; Nugent Family 
Trust; Sierra Shadows Ranch LP 

Email: sslater@bhfs.com 
 asteinfeld@bhfs.com 
 eesposito@bhfs.com 
 
 

John C. Murphy 
Douglas J. Evertz 
Emily L. Madueno 
Murphy & Evertz, LLP 
650 Town Center Drive, Ste. 550 
Costa Mesa, CA  92626 

Attorneys for Defendant 
Indian Wells Valley Water District 

(714) 277-1700, Tel. 
(714) 277-1777, Facsimile 
 
Email: jmurphy@murphyevertz.com 
 devertz@murphyevertz.com 
 emadueno@murphyevertz.com 
 
 

James A. Worth 
McMurtrey, Hartsock & Worth 
2001 22nd St., Ste. 100 
Bakersfield, CA  93301 
 

Attorneys for Defendant 
Indian Wells Valley Water District 

(661) 322-4417, Tel. 
(661) 322-8123, Facsimile 

Email: jim@mhwlegal.com 
 
 

James L. Markham 
Richards Watson & Gershon 
P. O. Box 1059 
Brea, CA 92822-1059 
 

Attorneys for Respondents/Defendants 
Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 
Authority; Board of Directors of the Indian 
Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 
 
(714) 990-0901, Tel. 
(714) 990-6230, Facsimile 
Email: jmarkman@rwlaw.com 
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B. Tilden Kim 
Kyle Brochard 
Richards, Watson & Gershon 
350 S. Grand Avenue, 37th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071-3101 

Attorneys for Respondents/Defendants 
Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 
Authority; Board of Directors of the Indian 
Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 
 
(213) 626-8484, Tel.  
(213) 626-0078, Facsimile 
Email: tkim@rwglaw.com 
 kbrochard@rwglaw.com 
  
 

Wayne Keith Lemieux, Jr. 
Olivarez Madruga Lemieux O'Neill, 
LLP 
4165 E. Thousand Oaks Boulevard, 
Suite 350 
Westlake Village, CA 91362-3852 

Courtesy Copy 

(805) 495-4770, Tel. 
(805) 495-2787, Facsimile 
Email: klemieux@omlolaw.com 
 mtucker@omlolaw.com 
 

Phillip Hall 
Kern County Office of County Counsel 
1115 Truxton A venue, 4th Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 
 
 

Courtesy Copy 
 
(661) 868-3826, Tel. 
(661) 868-3809, Facsimile 
Email: phall@kemcounty.com 

Paige H. Gosney 
Derek R. Hoffman 
Gresham Savage 
550 E. Hospitality Lane, Ste. 300 
San Bernardino, CA  92408 
(909) 890-4499 
(909) 890-9877 – Facsimile 
Paige.gosney@greshamsavage.com 
Derek.hoffman@greshamsavage.com 
 

Attorneys for Defendants Meadowbrook 
Dairy Real Estate, LLC; Big Horn Fields, 
LLC; Brown Road Fields, LLC; Highway 
395 Fields, LLC; The Meadowbrook 
Mutual Water Company 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
above is true and correct. 

Executed on May 13, 2021, at Irvine, California. 

Kerry V. Keefe 
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