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2025 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 
ADMINISTRATION/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

(GRIFFIN/SAINT-AMAND) 
 
Personnel, Legal Matters, General Plan, Community Relations, Board Meeting Agendas, Ordinances, Rules, Regulations, 
Policies, Procedures, Customer Service, Variances, Director’s Manual.  Groundwater Sustainability Act, Indian Wells 
Valley Groundwater Authority, Water Management, Water Policy, Conservation, Alternative sources for water supply 
including Blending, Importation, Reuse, etc. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
(KICINSKI/RAJTORA) 

 
Rates, Cost-of-Service, Budget, Audits, Cost Allocation, Investments, Financial Services, Insurance, Loans/Grants, Water 
Sales & Service Policy Manual, Accounting, Assessment Districts, Billing, etc. 
 

PLANT & EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE 
(BOYD/KICINSKI) 

 
Transmission/Distribution System, Vehicles & Equipment, Wells, Reservoirs, Real Property Management, and Telemetry, 
Water Quality, Urban Water Management Plan, CalWEP, Title 22 Compliance, etc. 
 

      
 

Committee Meetings are generally scheduled on a regular day and time. 
Committee Meetings are subject to change. 

 
 

Plant & Equipment Monday before the Board Meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
Finance Tuesday before the Board Meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

Administration/Executive Wednesday before the Board Meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 

http://www.iwvwd.com/
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  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
& PUBLIC HEARING 

 
AGENDA 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2025  
CLOSED SESSION - 4:30 P.M. 

OPEN SESSION - 6:00 P.M. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ HEARING ROOM 
500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

 
 

 
(In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a 
disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact Lauren 
Smith at (760) 384-5502.  Requests must be made as early as possible and at least one full business day 
before the start of the meeting.  Pursuant to Government Code section 54957.5, any materials relating to 
an open session item on this agenda, distributed to the Board of Directors after the distribution of the 
agenda packet, will be made available for public inspection at the time of distribution at the following 
location:  Indian Wells Valley Water District, 500 W. Ridgecrest Blvd., Ridgecrest, CA.) 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
4. Posting of Agenda Declaration 
 
5. Conflict of Interest Declaration 
 
6.         Public Questions and Comments on Closed Session 

 
7.         Closed Session 

A. Potential Litigation 
  Conference with Legal Counsel 
  1 Matter 

All District meetings are streamed live through Zoom 
 
 
Join Zoom Meeting at: 
https://zoom.us/j/9649549487 
Meeting ID:  964 954 9487 

 One tap mobile: 
  669-900-9128, 9649549487# US (San Jose) 
  669-444-9171, 9649549487# US 
Dial by your location: 
669-900-9128 US (San Jose) 
669-444-9171 US 
253-215-8782 US (Tacoma) 
 

https://zoom.us/j/9649549487
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  (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)(4)) 
 

B. Existing Litigation 
 Conference with Legal Counsel 
 Mojave Pistachios, LLC v Indian Wells Valley Water District, et al. 
 Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC 
 (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)) 
 
C. Existing Litigation 
 Conference with Legal Counsel 
 Mojave Pistachios, LLC v Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority, et al. 
 Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC 
 (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)) 
 
D. Existing Litigation 
 Conference with Legal Counsel 
 Searles Valley Minerals Inc., v Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority, et al. 
 Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC 
 (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)) 
 
E. Personnel Matter 
 One Position: General Manager 
 (To consider the performance of a Public Employee) 
 (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957) 
 
F.  Conference with Labor Negotiators 
 District Representatives:  George Croll and Jim Worth 
 Employee Organizations:  Exempt and Non-Exempt 
 (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6) 
 

8.         Public Questions and Comments 
(This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons desiring to address the Board on any matter 
not on the agenda and over which the Board has jurisdiction. However, no action may be taken by 
the Board of Directors on any item not appearing on the agenda.  Non-agenda speakers are asked 
to limit their presentation to five minutes.  Public questions and comments on items listed on the 
agenda will be accepted at any time the item is brought forth for consideration by the Board.  When 
you are recognized by the chairperson, please state your name for the record.) 
 

9.         Public Hearing:  
Description:  Public Health Goals Report.  Accept and respond to public comment on the 
District’s Public Health Goals Report.  A copy of the report was made available on the 
District’s website: www.iwvwd.com.   
 

10.       Current Business/Committee Reports 
A. Consent Calendar 

Description:  Approval of Board Meeting Minutes and Accounts Payable 
Disbursements. 
1.         Approval of Minutes: 

i. August 11, 2025, Regular Board Meeting 

http://www.iwvwd.com/
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ii. August 28, 2025, Special Board Meeting 
2. Approval of Accounts Payable Disbursements 

 
B.        Plant & Equipment Committee 

1.        Water Connection to APN 343-153-06 (Pickrell Street): Discussion 
 Description: Parcel owners believe there was previous water service to this 
 parcel and request it be re-connected. 

  Committee Recommends the Following: Defer to Board. 
 

2.         Dune 3 Agreement:  Updated agreement between District and Dune 3  
   Water Company 

 Description:  Staff to present updated agreement language. 
 Committee Recommends the Following:  Defer to Board. 
 

3.          Purchase of Skid Steer:  Bids 
 Description:  Staff to present bids to purchase skid steer. 
 Committee Recommends the Following:  Defer to Board. 
 

4.          Notice of Exemption: Brady Street Mainline Replacement Project 
 Description: Staff to present Notice of Exemption for Committee consideration. 
 Committee Recommends the Following:  Defer to Board. 
 
C.        Administration/Executive Committee 

1.          Addition of Temporary Positions for Brady Pipeline Project 
Description:  Committee to consider adding temporary positions to assist in the 
Brady Pipeline Project. 
Committee Recommends the Following:  Defer to Board.  

D.        Comprehensive Adjudication 
Description:  Report and discussion regarding the status of the Comprehensive 
Adjudication. 

  
E.        Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 

  Description:  Report and discussion regarding meetings of the Indian Wells  
  Valley Groundwater Authority (IWVGA).  Including, Board discussion and  
  consideration of issues of importance requiring action by the IWVGA.  Next  
  meeting is scheduled for September 10, 2025.      

F.      General Manager and Staff Update (The Board will consider and may act on the 
                       following items): 

 
1.        Water Production, New Services, etc. 

Description:  Pertinent Legislative Updates, and personnel safety record 
for the preceding month. Update on leaks on rental and leased properties 
potential action against landlords.  
 

2.         Committee Meeting Updates  
Description:   Staff to provide updates from the monthly Committee 
Meetings that are not currently on the agenda.  
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3.         Public Outreach 

Description:  Public Outreach Report. 
 

4. Water System Consolidations Update 
 Description: Update on District consolidations 

●Inyokern CSD Ad-Hoc Committee Meetings. 
●Rademacher. 
●Dune 3 Mutual Water Company. 
●Hometown Water.  

 
5. Brady Street Transmission Pipeline Replacement  

Description: Update on pipeline replacement. 
 

6. Recycled Water 
Description: Update on Recycled Water. 
 

7. Financial Status 
Description:  Report on the District’s current financial status.  
 

8. Arsenic Treatment Facilities 
Description:  Staff will update the Board on maintenance issues and 
production.  
 

9. Operations 
Description:  Staff report on operations. 
 

11. Board Comments/Future Agenda Items 
 

12. Date of next Regular Board meeting: October 14, 2025.  
 

13. Adjournment 



9. Public Hearing





INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  
2025 REPORT ON WATER QUALITY RELATIVE TO  

PUBLIC HEALTH GOALS (JULY 2025) 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The water served by the Indian Wells Valley Water District meets all State of California Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) drinking water standards set to protect public health.  This special report is required of 
large systems every 3 years to report on any constituents exceeding a non-enforceable Public 
Health Goal (PHG) or Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG).  Between 2022 and 2024, 
the PHG/MCLG was exceeded for total coliform, fluoride, radium 228, uranium and arsenic.  
There are Best Available Technologies (BATs) available to reduce the amount of each of these 
constituents but the cost is prohibitive and the effectiveness of the treatment processes to provide 
any significant reductions in constituent levels at these already low values is uncertain.  In 
addition, the health protection benefits of these further hypothetical reductions are not at all clear 
and may not be quantifiable.  Therefore, no action is proposed at this time.   
 
What are Public Health Goals (PHGs)? 
 
PHGs are water quality goals set by the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA) which is part of Cal-EPA and are based solely on public health risk 
considerations.  None of the practical risk-management factors that are considered by the 
USEPA or the SWRCB Division of Drinking Water (DDW) in setting drinking water standards 
(MCLs) are considered in setting the PHGs.  These factors include analytical detection 
capability, treatment technology available, benefits and costs.  The PHGs are not enforceable and 
are not required to be met by any public water system.  MCLGs are the federal equivalent to 
PHGs.  
 
Reporting Requirements 
 
Provisions of the California Health and Safety Code specify that larger (>10,000 service 
connections) water utilities prepare a special report if their water quality measurements have 
exceeded any PHGs.  Reporting must be done every 3 years.  The law also requires that where 
OEHHA has not adopted a PHG or a contaminant, the water suppliers are to use the MCLGs 
adopted by USEPA.   
 
The purpose of this report is to inform consumers of contaminants in IWVWD drinking water 
that exceed the PHGs or MCLGs during 2022, 2023 and 2024.  Included are the numerical public 
health risk associated with the MCL and the PHG or MCLG, the category or type of risk to 
health that could be associated with each contaminant, the best treatment technology available 
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that could be used to reduce the contaminant level, and an estimate of the cost of treatment if it is 
appropriate and feasible.  For general information about our water quality, please refer to the 
latest Annual Water Quality Report that was published May 2025.  The report can be found on 
our website at www.iwvwd.com/ccr-2024. 
 
Water Quality Data Considered 
 
The water quality data collected by IWVWD between 2022 and 2024 were considered for the 
purpose of determining compliance with drinking water standards and PHG reporting 
requirements.  This data is all summarized in the District’s Annual Water Quality Reports.  For 
each regulated contaminant, SWRCB DDW establishes Detection Limits for Purposes of 
Reporting (DLR).  DLRs are the minimum levels at which any analytical result must be reported 
to SWRCB and are usually limited by the technology available for detecting a contaminant.  
Analytical results below the DLRs cannot be quantified with any certainty.  In many cases, 
PHGs are set below the DLRs.  Any contaminant reported below the DLR will be considered 
zero for the purpose of this report, which is accepted by the SWRCB.  
 
Guidelines Followed 
 
The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) formed a workgroup which prepared 
guidelines for water utilities to use in preparing these required reports.  The ACWA guidelines 
were used in the preparation of our report.  No guidance was available from state regulatory 
agencies.  
 
Best Available Treatment Technology and Cost Estimates 
 
Both the USEPA and the SWRCB adopted what are known as Best Available Technologies 
(BATs) which are the best methods of reducing contaminant levels to the MCL.  Costs can be 
estimated for such technologies.  However, since many PHGs and MCLGs are set much lower 
than the MCL, it is not always possible or feasible to determine what treatment is needed to 
further reduce a constituent downward to or near the PHG or MCLG, many of which are set at 
zero.  Estimating the costs to reduce a constituent to zero is difficult, if not impossible, because it 
is not possible to verify by analytical means that the level has been lowered to zero.  In some 
cases, installing treatment to try and further reduce very low levels of one constituent may have 
adverse effects on other aspects of water quality.  The costs estimated below do not include 
engineering, environmental, or construction costs. 
 
Constituents Detected that Exceed a PHG or a MCLG 
 
The following is a discussion of constituents that were detected in one or more of our drinking 
water wells at levels above the PHG, or if no PHG, above the MCLG. 

http://www.iwvwd.com/ccr-2024
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Total Coliform: 
 
Coliform bacteria are an indicator organism that are naturally present in the environment and are 
not generally considered harmful.  They are used to indicate contamination because of the ease in 
monitoring and analysis. The USEPA and California state Treatment Technique trigger level is 
no more than 5% total coliform positive (TC-positive) samples in a month.  The USEPA MCLG 
io zero percent TC-positive samples each month. 
 
The District collected and analyzed between 52 and 65 samples per month for coliform bacterial 
during 2022-2024 and two months had detections above the MCLG.  The maximum percentage 
of TC-positive samples in a month was 11.39%.  This was very unusual, and after consulting 
with our laboratory, we were informed that several batches of bottles used for coliform sampling 
were contaminated and should not be used.  They also began using a new supplier for their 
bottles.  The District has had no coliform positive samples since that change was implemented.  
All coliform positive samples are re-sampled within 24 hours of notice and have all been 
coliform negative upon re-sampling. 
 
The USEPA set a MCLG for total coliform at zero percent positive, but there is no commercially 
available technology that will guarantee zero percent positive every single month.  Therefore, a 
cost for achieving zero percent cannot be estimated. 
 
The District will continue with monitoring of the distribution system for coliform bacteria, 
maintaining a chlorine residual throughout the system, and continue the flushing program that 
brings fresh water into areas where water can become stagnant to ensure a chlorine residual is 
maintained. 
 
Fluoride:  Fluoride is the name given to a group of compounds that are composed of the naturally 
occurring element fluorine and one or more other elements.  Fluorides are present naturally in 
water and soil at varying levels. Most water supplies contain some naturally occurring fluoride. 
In the 1940s, scientists discovered that people who lived where drinking water supplies had 
naturally occurring fluoride levels of approximately 1 part per million (ppm) or greater had fewer 
dental caries (cavities) than people who lived where fluoride levels in drinking water were lower.  
Many more recent studies have supported this finding.   
 
The California Department of Health Services (predecessor to SWRCB), adopted regulations in 
1998 that establish standards for the addition of fluoride to drinking water.  The regulations are 
located in Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) Sections 64433, et. seq.. The 
standards require fluoridating public water systems to maintain fluoride levels within a range that 
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has been established for its climate.  This is based on the concept that people in cooler climates 
typically drink less water per day than people in warmer climates.   The optimal level for fluoride 
in the Indian Wells Valley is 0.8 ppm with a control range of 0.7 to 1.3 ppm.  The average 
naturally occurring fluoride level in the District’s wells is 0.7 ppm.  The District is not required 
to add any additional fluoride to the drinking water.  
 
The MCL for fluoride is 2.0 ppm; the PHG and MCLG is 1.0 ppm.  We detected fluoride in one 
well in 2023 that exceed the PHG.  The concentration of fluoride in Well 9A was 1.4 ppm. 
 
The PHG for fluoride was established to prevent primarily dental fluorosis, or mottling of the 
teeth.  Dental fluorosis is not a sign of fluoride poisoning.  It is a condition where the dental hard 
tissues (enamel) are more porous than is found in normal enamel.  Like many common 
substances vital for health (e.g. zinc and iron), fluoride can be poisonous in excessive amounts.  
Daily intake over many years of 20-80 milligrams or more, depending upon body weight, is 
required to produce symptoms of chronic poisoning.  Doses such as these are associated with 
water supplies that contain at least 10 ppm of naturally-occurring fluoride.  Millions of people 
have been consuming water containing natural or adjusted fluoride at 0.7 to 1.2 ppm throughout 
their lives with no adverse health effects.   
 
The BAT for reducing fluoride in water (according to the EPA) is reverse osmosis or distillation. 
Blending is also a proven method for reducing fluoride in water.  Currently, the water for Well 
9A is treated for arsenic and rarely used due to the high cost of arsenic removal.  When used, 
water from the treatment plant blends with water from other wells that serve the “A” pressure 
zone.  Reducing the level of fluoride in one well would not be cost-effective when it can be 
blended with water from other wells. 
 
Radium-228:  

Radium-228 is a naturally occurring radioactive isotope formed from the decay of thorium-232.  
Radium-228 decays to become actinium-228 and emits a beta particle in the process.  The PHG 
for radium-228 is 0.019 picocuriues per liter (pCi/L).  There is no MCL for radium-228 by itself, 
but an MCL has been issued by the EPA for radium-226 and radium-228 combined at 5.0 pCi/L.  
One sample was collected during the 2022-24 sample period which detected a radium-228 level 
of 1.8 pCi/L.  

The health risk category associated with radium-228 is carcinogenicity.  At the PHG, the 
theoretical cancer risk is one excess cancer case per million people exposed to the PHG level for 
a lifetime of 70 years.  At the Federal and State MCL of 5 pCi/L (combined radium-226 and 
radium-228), the theoretical cancer risk is one excess cancer case per ten thousand people 
exposed o the MCL for a lifetime of 70 years.  
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The BATs for radium-228 reduction are ion exchange, reverse osmosis, lime softening and 
coagulation/filtration. 

Uranium:  The major source of uranium in drinking water is from erosion of natural deposits.  
The MCL for uranium is 20 pCi/L and the PHG is 0.43 pCi/L.  The District only sampled one 
well during the 2022-24 period and the amount detected was 2.8 pCi/L which is well below the 
MCL. 

The category of health risk for uranium is carcinogenicity.  At the PHG, the theoretical cancer 
risk is one excess cancer case per million people exposed to the PHG level for a lifetime of 70 
years.  At the Federal and State MCL of 20pCi/L, the theoretical cancer risk if five excess cases 
per hundred thousand people exposed to the MCL for a lifetime of 70 years. 

The BATs for uranium reduction are ion exchange, reverse osmosis, lime softening and 
coagulation/filtration.  

Arsenic:  Arsenic is a naturally occurring element in the earth’s crust and is very widely 
distributed in the environment.  All humans are exposed to microgram quantities of arsenic 
(inorganic and organic) largely from food and to a lesser degree from drinking water and air.  In 
certain geographical areas, natural mineral deposits may contain large quantities of arsenic and 
this may result in higher levels of arsenic in water.  Waste chemical disposal sites may also be a 
source of arsenic contamination of water supplies.  Arsenic does not have a tendency to 
accumulate in the body at low environmental exposure levels.  Studies in humans have shown 
considerable individual variability in arsenic toxicity.  The levels of arsenic that most people 
ingest in food and water (ca. 50 µg/day) have not usually been considered to be of health concern 
for non-cancer effects.   

The MCL for arsenic is 10 ppb, the PHG and MCLG for arsenic is 0.004 ppb (4 parts per 
trillion).  We have detected concentrations of arsenic in raw water from all our wells above the 
PHG between 2022 and 2024.  The levels detected ranged from ND to 7.5 ppb.  No water above 
the MCL of 10 ppb has been served from any well since August 1, 2011 when the arsenic 
removal facilities were put into service. 

The health risk associated with arsenic, and the reason that a drinking water standard was 
adopted for it, is that people who drink water containing arsenic above the MCL throughout their 
lifetime could experience an increased risk of getting some cancers.  The OEHHA (part of the 
California Environmental Protection Agency) has set the PHG at 4 parts per trillion (0.004 ppb).  
The PHG is based on a level that will result in not more than 1 excess cancer in 1 million people 
who drink 2 liters daily of this water for 70 years.  The actual cancer risk may be lower or zero.    

The BETs for removal of arsenic in water are: activated alumina, coagulation/filtration, lime 
softening, ion exchange and reverse osmosis.  The District is already using coagulation/filtration 
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technology.  Most of the time, the District is reducing the arsenic concentrations in wells 9A, 10, 
11 and 13 to non-detect levels (<2.0 ppb).  Any results below the detection limit of 2.0 ppb is 
considered zero by the DDW.  If all the District’s wells had to be treated for arsenic to below the 
DLR (to try and reach the PHG), the cost could be over $2,000,000.00 per year or almost 
$200.00 per customer per year.  The cost could be much higher or lower depending on the 
technology chosen and size of facilities constructed.  

 
Recommendations for Further Action 
 
The water served by the Indian Wells Valley Water District meets all State of California Water 
Resources Control Board Division of Drinking Water and USEPA drinking water standards set 
to protect public health.  To further reduce the constituents identified in this report that are 
already significantly below the health-based Maximum Contaminant Levels established to 
provide “safe drinking water”, additional costly treatment process would be required.  The 
effectiveness of the treatment processes to provide any significant reductions in constituent 
levels at these already low values is uncertain.  In addition, the health protection benefits of these 
further hypothetical reductions are not at all clear and may not be quantifiable.  Therefore, no 
action is proposed at this time.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Committee Reports 

 
 
 
 
 



 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 
PLANT AND EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

REPORT 
 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 – 2:00PM 
BOARD ROOM 

500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 
 
 

Attendees: Ron Kicinski, George Croll, John Svika, Ty Staheli, Renee Morquecho and Justin Thompson 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order at 2:01 pm. 

 
2. Committee/Public Comments 

 
None.  
 

3. Water Connection to APN 343-153-06 (Pickrell Street): Discussion 
 

John and Karin Auborn own APN 343-153-06 off Pickrell Street between Springer and Kendall 
Avenues.  The parcel is land-locked since Pickrell Street does not extend completely through between 
Kendall and Springer.  The pipeline in Pickrell was installed in the mid-1970s and, according to 
District records, did not extend to the parcel in question.  
 
The Auborns are requesting water service to this parcel.  Since there is no record of previous water 
service and the parcel does not front a water main, the District policy is to require the construction of 
“all water system facilities, including a water main line extension to and across the entire frontage of 
the parcel to be served” (Ordinance 109).   
 
After discussion with the Auborn’s representative and engineer Mr. Travis Reed, the proposal was 
made to place a meter at Springer Avenue and run a lateral in the access easement to the parcel in 
question. There is precedent for this so District staff requested the Auborns update their request and 
submit it directly to the Board during the next meeting. Mr. Reed indicated he would discuss with the 
Auborns and make that request. 

  
4. Dune 3 Agreement:  Updated agreement between District and Dune 3 Water Company 

 
This item was not available by meeting time and will be going directly to the Board. 
 

  



Plant & Equipment Committee Meeting 
September 2, 2025 – page 3 

 
 
 

5. Purchase of Skid Steer:  Bids 
 

The FY 2025-26 budget includes the purchase of a new Skid Steer with attachments and equipment 
trailer.  Staff obtained several quotes for these items.  The top three are listed below: 
 

Model Seller Price 
2025 JCB 3TS-8W TELESKID Central California Power $85,599.77 
2025 JCB 270 Skid Steer Loader Central California Power $78,033.04 
2025 Bobcat S86 T4 Skid Steer Loader Berchtold Equipment Co. $94,899.36 

 
Staff recommended purchase of the 2025 JCB #TS-8W TELESKID as it has the capability of adding 
several quick attachments and includes extra equipment.  
 

6. Notice of Exemption: Brady Street Mainline Replacement Project 
 

The Committee reviewed the Notice of Exemption for this project that covers from Hwy 178 to 
Bowman Road. The project is CEQA exempt due to replacing the existing pipe in the same location 
without and increase in capacity. The existing 30-inch CMLC pipe will be replaced with 24-inch 
PVC. 
 

7. Brady Street: Mainline Replacement Project Status  
 
Staff are working on ordering parts, scheduling surveying for updated base mapping and securing a 
traffic control plan.  Once the traffic control plan is completed, an application for encroachment 
permit will be submitted to Kern County.  Construction is tentatively scheduled to begin in 
November. 
 

8. Water System Consolidations:  Update  
 

Inyokern CSD:  The State has scheduled a meeting for October 2, 2025 at 6:00pm in Inyokern 
Town Hall to discuss the consolidation.  This meeting is for ICSD customers. 
 

o Dune 3:  Staff sent the Right-of-Entry (ROE) agreement to all the property owners that are 
served by Dune 3. All property owners must sign the ROE agreement before the project can 
be bid.  Out of 35, Staff is waiting for 11 to be returned.  The District sent a new notice last 
week that expressed more urgency with a date of September 5th to return the agreement. 
 
Legal counsel will bring the updated agreement between Dune 3 and the District to the next 
Board meeting. 
 

o Hometown Water:  No new update.  This project is on hold.  The State continues to push 
Hometown to consolidate.  Meanwhile, Staff has submitted costs to date for reimbursement.  
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o Rademacher Way:   Construction of Phase 1 has been completed.  The Sanchez residence was 
connected last week.  Staff discussed the easements for Phase 2 this morning with legal 
counsel. 

 
9. La Mirage Area Leak Repair Assistance: Update 

 
Staff are working with legal counsel to determine what, if anything, the District can do to assist 
homeowners with leaks that are under the street.  Staff are also meeting with a representative Pro 
Residential which manages Desert Oasis and The Ridge tomorrow to discuss the water leaks serving 
their properties. 
 

10. Arsenic Plants: Update 
 
Both plants are online and running alternately.  No issues at this time. 
 

11. Recycled Water Feasibility Study: Discussion 
 
There is no new information on this item. 

 
12. Future Agenda Items 
 

• La Mirage Housing Area Grant Funding 
• Transmission pipeline(s) inspection  

 
13. Adjournment  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:53 pm.   



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 
 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
REPORT 

 
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 – 3:00 PM 

BOARD ROOM 
500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

 
 

 

 
ATTENDEES:  Ron Kicinksi, Stan Rajtora, George Croll, Ty Staheli, John Svika, and Renee 
Morquecho 

 
1. Call to Order 

 

The Finance Committee Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm.  
 

2. Committee/Public Comments 
 

None. 
 

3. Fraud Risk Discussion 
Description:  Discuss potential or actual fraud risks within the organization.  
 
The District completed its Interim Audit and didn’t receive any findings.  None to report. 

 
4. GA Imported Water Costs 

Description: Discuss imported water costs and potential impact to customers’ bills 
 
George Croll informed the Committee that the 90% design of the pipeline is due to be released.  
This design should include estimated costs. 

 
5. Second Quarter 2025 Investment Reports 

Description: Presentation to Committee of the quarterly investment earnings of the District’s 
reserves in the Kern County Treasury and the State Treasury’s Local Agency Investment Fund 
(LAIF).  
 



Finance Committee Meeting Report 
September 2, 2025, Page 2 
 

UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED TOTAL

Cash in Bank 1,957,575$        0

Local Agency Investment Fund 350,337

Kern County Treasurer 7,147,209 146,296

BNY Mellon
2024 Bond Project Fund 4,344,731

Total Water District Investments 9,455,121$        4,491,027$      13,946,148$      

DISTRICT
DESIGNATED RESTRICTED TOTAL

Capital Improvements & Replacements (Committed) 755,267$           
Vehicle Replacement (Assigned) 351,067
Computer Equipment Replacement (Assigned) 100,305
Emergency Reserve (Committed) 3,406,742
Alternate Water Supply/Future Source of Supply (Assigned) 2,173,005
Miscellaneous Capital (Assigned for projects postponed) 19,929
Customer Deposits & Credits (Nonspendable) 321,412
Prepaid Connection Fees (Nonspendable) 414,592
Post-Retirement Health Benefits - Kern County (Assigned) 340,894
Emergency Reserve (Uncommitted) 1,571,908
AD 87-1 Reserve Funds 74,283
2024 Bond Project Funds 4,344,731
Capital Facility Fees 72,014

Total Water District Reserves 9,455,121$        4,491,027$      13,946,148$      

In the event of an emergency, the District may be required to use any or all unrestricted funds in Mission Bank, Kern
County Treasury and LAIF

INVESTMENTS

RESERVES

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
QUARTERLY INVESTMENT REPORT

QUARTER ENDING JUNE 2025

 
 

6. Financial Statements June 30, 2025 (preliminary) 
Description:  Presentation to Committee financial report depicting preliminary revenue and 
expense of the previous fiscal year.  
 
Estimated year-to-date revenues as of June 30, 2025, are $21,886,875 and expenses are 
$19,330,000, therefore revenues exceeded expenditures by $2,556,875, which is better than budget 
by $3,907,614.    
 
Staff presented the following spreadsheet, which compares June year-to-date actual to budgeted 
revenues and expenses by category:  
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Indian Wells Valley Water District 
 Revenues vs. Expense 

Actuals & Budget through June 2025 (Preliminary)       

 
2025 Budget YTD Budget Actuals  Δ             

Revenues       
Total Water Sales 13,064,552 13,064,552 14,003,901  939,349 
GSA Fees 3,112,486 3,112,486 3,727,549  615,063 
Total Water Service Revenue 375,900 375,900 448,872  72,972 
Total Non-Operating Income 172,400 172,400 274,841  102,441 
Capital Contributions 154,500 154,500 3,431,711  3,277,211 
Total Revenues 16,879,838 16,879,838 21,886,875  5,007,037 

       
Expenses       
Water Supply 1,622,677 1,622,677 1,686,110  63,433 
Arsenic Treatment Plants 456,719 456,719 268,715  -188,004 
Transmission & Distribution 1,861,515 1,861,515 1,755,013  -106,502 
Engineering 544,019 554,019 621,522  67,503 
Customer Service 516,579 516,579 456,825  -59,754 
Field Services 570,208 570,208 576,905  6,697 
General & Administration 2,758,794 2,758,794 2,859,507  100,713 
Legal 1,050,000 1,050,000 1,295,392  245,392 
Legislative 119,400 119,400 104,724  -14,676 
Depreciation 3,300,000 3,300,000 3,300,000  0 
Non-Operating, Interest 1,747,156 1,747,156 1,746,104  -1,052 
Non-Operating, Miscellaneous 436,000 436,000 428,872  -7,128 
GSA Fees 3,111,310 3,111,310 4,168,749  1,057,439 
Non-Operating, Conservation 34,200 34,200 18,342  -15,858 
Non-Operating, Alternate Water 92,000 92,000 43,219  -48,781 
Total Expenses 18,220,578 18,230,578 19,330,000  1,099,422 

      
Net Revenue Increase (Decrease) -1,340,740 -1,350,740 2,556,875  3,907,614 

      
Capital Expenditures   8,219,533   
-$3 mil grant, 555k AD, balance bond   6,854,477   

 
 

7. Financial Statements August 31, 2025 (preliminary) 
Description:  Presentation to Committee financial reports and graphs depicting current revenue and 
expense trends compared to budget and previous fiscal year actuals.  
 
Estimated year-to-date revenues as of August 31, 2025, are $2,798,944 and expenses are 
$2,162,394, therefore revenues exceeded expenditures by $2,162,394, which is better than budget 
by $1,106,513.    
 
To date, the District rate payers have paid the Groundwater Authority $18,140,216 in fees. 
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Staff presented the following spreadsheet, which compares August year-to-date actual to budgeted 
revenues and expenses by category:  
 

Indian Wells Valley Water District 
 Revenues vs. Expense 

Actuals & Budget through August 2025 (Preliminary)       

 
2026 Budget YTD Budget Actuals  Δ             

Revenues       
Total Water Sales 14,939,300 1,859,956 1,688,345  -171,612 
GSA Fees 3,377,580 536,064 702,153  166,090 
Total Water Service Revenue 375,900 51,949 66,497  14,548 
Total Non-Operating Income 172,400 23,826 8,543  -15,283 
Capital Contributions 1,594,372 220,342 333,405  113,063 
Total Revenues 20,459,552 2,692,137 2,798,944  106,806 

       
Expenses       
Water Supply 1,907,557 314,175 204,838  -109,337 
Arsenic Treatment Plants 462,519 76,177 36,227  -39,950 
Transmission & Distribution 1,898,115 312,620 122,859  -189,761 
Engineering 696,189 114,662 89,862  -24,800 
Customer Service 566,939 93,375 49,155  -44,220 
Field Services 600,408 98,887 40,740  -58,147 
General & Administration 3,169,078 521,947 280,943  -241,004 
Legal 1,500,000 247,050 103,350  -143,700 
Legislative 107,100 17,639 21,792  4,153 
Depreciation 3,300,000 550,000 550,000  0 
Non-Operating, Interest 1,674,379 195,169 97,855  -97,315 
Non-Operating, Miscellaneous 437,500 72,056 241,616  169,560 
GSA Fees 3,420,830 527,558 321,933  -205,625 
Non-Operating, Conservation 34,200 5,633 1,226  -4,407 
Non-Operating, Alternate Water 92,000 15,152 0  -15,152 
Total Expenses 19,866,814 3,162,101 2,162,394  -999,706 

      
Net Revenue Increase (Decrease) 592,738 -469,963 636,549  1,106,513 

      
Capital Expenditures   133,879   
-Bond or Grant Funded   23,016   
      
Debt Service Principle   187,212  1,541,077 

      
Total GSA Extraction Fee Paid   3,430,947   
Total GSA Replenishment Fee Paid   14,709,269   
         18,140,216    
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*Actual Revenues and Expenses are Estimated 
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8. Accounts Payable Disbursements 

Description: Presentation to Committee of Accounts Payable Disbursements reports for Board 
approval. 
 
The Committee reviewed the accounts payable disbursements totaling $1,127,708.77 as follows: 
 
Checks through:                        8/14/25                                  8/28/25             1/30/25  _  
Prepaid                               $      61,145.62                      $      56,229.51             $              0.00         
Current                                     614,394.52                            395,939.12                  218,349.14  
Total                                   $    675,540.14                     $     452,168.63  $   218,349.14 
 

 
9. Future Agenda Items  

 
None 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
The Committee adjourned at 3:45 pm. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 
ADMINISTRATION/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 – 3:00 P.M. 
 

BOARD ROOM 
500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

 
Attendees:  David Saint-Amand, George Croll, Ty Staheli, Renee Morquecho, and John Svika 

 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 

2. Committee/Public Comments 
None. 
 

3. Outstanding Public Record Requests (PRR)  
No outstanding PRRs.  
 

4.  Addition of Temporary Positions for Brady Pipeline Project 
 The Committee discussed adding at least two temporary positions to assist in the Brady 
 Pipeline Project.  The positions are not required at this time, but may include up to three 
 temporary positions.  Staff anticipates the project to take 4-5 months.   

 Committee defers to Board for further discussion.  

5. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority  
 David Saint-Amand commented on the following actions taken at the August meeting: 

• Agreement with Blue Mountain Development for support services for the Imported 
Water Project 
• Lengthy discussion regarding IWVGA fees passed through to Water District 
ratepayers 

 
The next IWVGA meeting is scheduled for September 10th. 
 

6.  Alternate Water Sources  
 No update at this time.    
  
7. Draft Agenda for the Regular Board Meeting of September 8, 2025 

The Committee reviewed the agenda and made no changes.    
 

8. Future Agenda Items 
None. 
 

9. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Approval of Minutes 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 
AUGUST 11, 2025 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Indian Wells Valley 
Water District was called to order by President Saint-Amand at 4:30 p.m. 
in the Board of Directors Hearing Room, 500 West Ridgecrest Boulevard, 
Ridgecrest, California. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ron Kicinski.  
 
 
 DIRECTORS PRESENT: President David C.H. Saint-Amand 
  Director Mallory J. Boyd 
  Director Ronald R. Kicinski   
  Director Stan G. Rajtora 
   
 
 DIRECTORS ABSENT: Vice President Charles D. Griffin 
 
 
 STAFF PRESENT: George Croll, General Manager 
  Jim Worth, Attorney 
  Renée Morquecho, Chief Engineer  
  Tyrell Staheli, Chief Financial Officer 
  John Svika, Operations Manager 
  Lauren Smith, Recording Secretary 
    
       

AGENDA DECLARATION 
Recording Secretary, Lauren Smith, reported that the agenda for today’s 
Regular Board Meeting was posted on Thursday, August 8, 2025. 
 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 

None. 
 
 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON CLOSED SESSION 
None. 
 
 
With no further Board or Public comments, President Saint-Amand recessed 
the meeting and adjourned to Closed Session at 4:31 p.m. 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
The meeting was reconvened in Closed Session at 4:33 p.m. 
 
Closed Session was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 

 
The meeting was reconvened to Open Session at 6:00 p.m. 
 
No action was taken which would require disclosure under the Brown Act. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
 
 
PLEDGE 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
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PRESENTATION 
Christopher Camp, IT Supervisor, provided a presentation on the trial 
security camera setup and remote site installation cost. Renee Morquecho 
provided an overview on estimated costs to install ClearVu fencing. 

 
 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
None. 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
MOTION: was made by Director Kicinski and seconded by Vice 
President Griffin approving the Minutes of the July 14, 2025, 
Regular Board Meeting, and Payment of Accounts Payable totaling 
$1,285,234.18.  Motion was carried, unanimously. (Ayes:  Boyd, 
Kicinski, Rajtora, Saint-Amand.  Nays:  None.  Absent:  Griffin.) 

 
 
  

PLANT & EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE 
The project has been completed and the adjusted contract amount is 
$6,070,350.00. The District is withholding $303,517.50 in retention. 
Staff was looking for direction from the Committee because some Board 
members had expressed concern over the failure to dispose of the old 
pipe properly and had discussed withholding retention.  Nicholas 
Construction purchased an E20 RS zoned parcel south of Inyokern and has 
been storing the removed CMLC pipe there.  Nicholas has indicated they 
will be disposing of the pipe, but has not yet begun to do so. 
 

MOTION: was made by Director Kicinski and seconded by Director 
Boyd approves the NW pipeline project and authorizes staff to file 
a notice of completion and release the funds after 60-days 
pursuant to law, with the exception that the District notify the 
contractor that notwithstanding the release of the retention that 
we still consider them responsible to remove the pipe and that we 
will make a play at the performance bond.  Motion was carried, 
unanimously. (Ayes:  Boyd, Kicinski, Rajtora, Saint-Amand.  Nays:  
None.  Absent:  Griffin.) 

 
 

Renee Morquecho provided an overview on the triennial Public Health 
Goals Report. The Indian Wells Water District was in 100% compliance 
with all primary drinking water standards during 2022-2024. Staff 
recommends no action at this time. A Public Hearing will be held at the 
September Board Meeting. 
 

 
COMPREHENSIVE ADJUDICATION 

Jim Worth reported the closing trial briefs for the Phase 1 trial to 
quantify the federal reserve water rights have been filed.  Last week, 
the Court released a proposed statement of decision ruling the Federal 
Reserve Water Right was 2,000 AF. Any objections are due on Wednesday.  
District has no intention of filing an objection.  
 
Phase 2 trial for the determination of the Basin’s Safe Yield – has a 
trial date of June 1, 2026.  The IWVGA and District successfully 
exchanged their model files on April 21st. Expert reports and 
designations are due this Friday, and should be posted on the District 
website shortly after.   Mediation should begin shortly with the IWVGA.  
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INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY (IWVGA) 
David Saint-Amand commented on the following actions taken at the July 

meeting: 
• Creation of an official IWVGA Facebook page – item tabled 
• Request for more detailed invoices  
• The GA formally responded to the District’s request for 
mediation and are in agreement to proceed 

 
The next IWVGA Board meeting is scheduled for August 13, 2025.  
 
 

GENERAL MANAGER AND STAFF UPDATE 
George Croll reported on employee injuries, delinquent accounts, 
conservation efforts, and public outreach.  Staff gave an update on AB 
1413 and AB 1466. 
 
George Croll commented on landlords that allow leaks to continue 
unabated.  Numerous leaks were located in the La Mirage area and are on 
the customer side.  Since last discussed, several leaks have been 
repaired, with quite a few still remaining, including homes with the 
meters across the street, and lines that run underneath the street.  
Staff to bring back a proposed Ordinance that would allow the District 
to assist homeowners in these situations with a repayment agreement for 
repairs. 
 
Mr. Croll summarized the topics of discussion on the Committee agendas, 
including final numbers for FY ’25, and the agreement between the City 
and IWVGA for recycled water to end in November, and potential action 
for the District moving forward.  
 
Water Systems Consolidations: 
Hometown Water:  The State continues to push Hometown to consolidate.  
Meanwhile, Staff has submitted costs to date for reimbursement.  
Rademacher Way:   Construction of Phase 1 has been completed.  Staff is 
coordinating with the IWV Groundwater Authority and their contractor to 
connect the Sanchez residence to the new pipeline. Staff will be 
discussing the easements with legal counsel. 
Dune 3:  Staff sent the Right-of-Entry (ROE) agreement to all the 
property owners that are served by Dune 3. All property owners must sign 
the ROE agreement before the project can be bid.  Nineteen have been 
returned, one is in foreclosure, and the owner of two other parcels has 
indicated she will return the agreements shortly.   
 
Legal counsel has discussed the language of the agreement between the 
District and Dune 3 and will be incorporating the agreed upon language 
and sending it out for signature this week.  The owner of Dune 3 needed 
clarification on a few items. 
 
Inyokern CSD: The District has received numerous calls from unhappy 
customers of the CSD.  The CSD sent letters to residents regarding an 
intent to collect back tax assessments that were not paid. Since the 
District has had no part in this decision, staff has been referring 
callers to the County Supervisor’s office.  
 
The District has not received a response to the State’s letter of 
voluntary consolidation.  The Board’s Ad-Hoc Committee has reached out 
to the CSD to meet, but has not received a response.  
 
 

IWVGA  
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Brady Transmission pipeline is back in service since last month.  Staff 
is working on budget numbers for partial replacement this winter.  The 
plan is Inyokern Road to Ward Avenue and use the pipe that has already 
been purchased. 
 
Wade Major, of aquilogic, provided a presentation of the Study 
(available online) at last week’s Administration/Executive Committee.  
A summary was provided to the Board and included in tonight’s Board 
packet. Final quarterly reports and invoice have been submitted to 
Department of Water Resources (DWR), as well as the draft final report.  
 
The agreement for the City’s Recycled Water with the IWVGA ends in 
November.  The District aims to acquire the recycled water and include 
these efforts in the mediation with the IWVGA.  Staff to provide another 
letter to the City explaining the District’s interest in the recycled 
water.  
 
Ty Staheli reported the estimated year-to-date revenues as of July 31, 
2025, are $2,084,251 and expenses are $816,171.  Revenues exceeded 
expenditures by $1,268,080, which is better than budget by $1,791,885.  
To date, the District has paid $17,882,501 in GA Fees to the Groundwater 
Authority.    
 
 
John Svika reported both Plants are online. Plant 1 produced 3,862,000 
gallons, and Plant 2 produced 46,893,000 gallons.  
 
 
For the month of July, there were 31 after-hours calls, 48 services were 
repaired and 18 were replaced, and one hydrant repair.  The NO-DES truck 
made no runs in July.  Since inception, the NO-DES truck has filtered 
9,522,204 gallons.  126 valves were exercised.   
 

 
BOARD COMMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

The Board collectively thanked staff for their on-going hard work.  
 
 
 

DATE OF NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
The date of the next Regular Board Meeting is Monday, September 8, 2025. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Lauren Smith 
APPROVED: ______________                  Recording Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 
AUGUST 29, 2025 

 
The Special Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Indian Wells Valley 
Water District was called to order by President Saint-Amand at 10:00 
a.m. in the Board of Directors Hearing Room, 500 West Ridgecrest 
Boulevard, Ridgecrest, California. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mallory Boyd. 
 
 
 DIRECTORS PRESENT: President David C.H. Saint-Amand 
  Director Mallory J. Boyd 
  Director Ronald R. Kicinski   
  Director Stan G. Rajtora 
   
 
 DIRECTORS ABSENT: Vice President Charles D. Griffin 
 
 
 STAFF PRESENT: George Croll, General Manager 
  Ty Staheli, Chief Financial Officer 
  John Svika, Operations Manager 
    
 STAFF ATTENDING  
 REMOTELY: Jim Worth, Attorney 
      

AGENDA DECLARATION 
General Manager, George Croll, reported that the agenda for today’s 
Special Board Meeting was posted on Thursday, August 28, 2025. 
 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 

None. 
 
 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON CLOSED SESSION 
None. 
 
 
With no further Board or Public comments, President Saint-Amand recessed 
the meeting and adjourned to Closed Session at 10:02 a.m. 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
The meeting was reconvened in Closed Session at 10:05 a.m. 
 
Closed Session was adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 

 
The meeting was reconvened to Open Session at 10:54 a.m. 
 
No action was taken that requires disclosure under the Brown Act 
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MOTION: was made by Director Rajtora and seconded by Director 
Kicinski instructing the legal team to file the recommended 
paperwork with the court.   Motion was carried unanimously, by 
the following roll call vote:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE OF NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

The date of the next Regular Board Meeting is Monday, September 8, 2025. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 10:56 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Lauren Smith 
APPROVED: ________________________                 Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT 
BOARD MEETING 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 

President Saint-Amand: Aye 
Vice President Griffin: Absent 
Director Kicinski: Aye 
Director Rajtora: Aye 
Director Saint-Amand: Aye 



10.B.1.



Board of Directors, Indian Wells Valley Water District
Plant & Equipment Committee – IWVWD Staff
500 W Ridgecrest Blvd, Ridgecrest, CA

August 11, 2025

Dear Committee Members,

I John Auborn, and my wife Karin, own a vacant 3.2 acre parcel, APN 343-156-06,
located north east of Springer Avenue & Gateway Blvd. This property had a house on it
many years ago, but has long been vacant. (Attached is a google earth image showing
the property)

For about 40 years, it had a water district connection running from Pickrell Street to a
meter on the property. In 2020 or ‘21, the water district severed the pipeline at the north
end of Pickrell, in front of our current house and removed a valve & box further north.
Prior to that, they would periodically flush the lines from past the north end of Pickrell on
the south part of Anne Brett’s property (805 E Springer Ave, APN 343-156-02). At that
time, the workers told us they were disconnecting because their vehicles would get
stuck in the soft sand. A parcel map is attached to make this clearer.

We are currently in the process of building a house on the vacant parcel using Matt Bird
and Travis Reed for the engineering and construction. Attached is a log of my
interactions with the district to request service.

We respectfully request that the Indian Wells Valley Water District restore the
connection to our vacant parcel as this was previously installed by a developer.

At the time of installation of the water main, assumed around 1976, the Pickrells were
believed to have owned the land, an easement to yourself can-not be done per the
subdivision map act, and thus the Easement was obtained up to the North boundary
and past the south, as evident by the parcel map.  At that time, we feel that is why the
easement was not dedicated across our parcel. We also believe the Water District may
not of required it.  Evidence of water district lines constructed and not within an
easement can still be seen today.  Specifically, S. Sierra View Street from Chruch St. to
Ridgecrest Blvd.

John Auborn
1901 S Pickrell St
Ridgecrest, CA



Google Earth Image Date: - 06/15/2023

Attachments (Parcel Map, log of activities, 1976 easement, 2024 easement)

Water District Log

In 2020 or 21, the water district severed the connection on Pickrell, in front of our
current house, just north of the fire hydrant and removed a valve & box. Prior to that,
they would periodically flush lines from past the north end of Pickrell at the south part of
Anne Brett’s property (805 E Springer Ave, APN 343-156-02).

May 2022, I asked the WD by email what was required for service on our 3.2 acre
parcel. I got an email from Renee Morquecho that the pipeline from Pickrell had been
disconnected and would need to be replaced. She pointed out that a new fence was
across the easement, and that the old blow off valve had been removed. She said we
could hire contractor to install and get inspected by the WD.

About September 2023, Karin and I went to the water district office and filled out an
application for service. About a month later, we saw two WD trucks checking the end of
Pickrell. I walked with them, Renee included, to our 3.2 acres and showed the pipeline
line, valves, and boxes present. (Still present to this day, as evident on the topo created
for the development of our parcel.)



19 Dec 2023, backhoe, vacuum truck, and employees dug past hydrant to locate the
water main and check where it had been severed.

22 Dec 2023, Friday before Christmas, I got a phone message from Renee to call her. I
tried, but she was already gone at noon, so I left a phone message.

1/9/24 I emailed Renee as I still had no reply to phone message asking about the
status.

1/10/24 Renee replied by email saying there was no easement for the old water pipeline
and we would need a new easement. She and sent an example template with
instructions.

3/1/24 - Karin and I drove to Bakersfield and spent hours at the Hall of Records. We
found an old 1976 easement to the WD for water along the east 30’ from both Springer
and Kendall sides. It extends to both sides, but not across our 3.2 acre parcel. I emailed
it that day to Renee. This easement, recorded in Book 4962 Page 2274, was accepted
by the water district that year.

3/4/24 Karin and I filled out a new easement across our 3.2 acres using the example,
had it notarized and sent to the county recorder (per instructions on example).

3/20/24 After no response from Renee, I sent old easement to general WD
email, iwvwd@iwvwd.com, and asked to forward to their legal dept. Got a reply from
Renee that she knew of the easement, but purpose was only service to other parcels
and not ours. I replied that no purpose is in the easement and conveyance of water
across was specifically allowed. She replied that I might need a new easement on our
new parcel and perhaps a variance from the WD board. I sent her our new easement in
reply.

3/21/24 Renee replied that the new easement needed a different format and process.
She said it would be rejected by the county unless first filed with the WD, and then the
county. I respectfully replied asking for the correct process.

I also got the recorded easement back that afternoon, so I brought a copy to the office.
Renee was not available, but I left it with the front desk.

3/22/24 - I dug and cleaned out one of the old boxes on our 3.2 acres. It has a meter
and valve. I took pictures of the serial number (23430989) and the meter dial (well past
zero). This is located on the east side near the original house location on the property.

April 2024 - Received an estimate from Matt Bird and Travis Reed for a house and they
took over the interaction with the Water District.







 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
AGENDA ITEM: Water Connection to APN 343-153-06 (Pickrell Street) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Committee:  Plant & Equipment (September 2025) 
 

Background:  The District installed a mainline extension in Pickrell Street north of Kendall Avenue 
in 1976.  According to District plans, the 6-inch asbestos-cement pipeline was approximately 1600± 
lineal feet in length with 2 fire hydrants and ended at a 2-inch blowoff.  The District flushed through 
the 2-inch blowoff for many years and decided to abandon the pipeline at the north fire hydrant 7-8 
years ago because there were no services to any parcels between that hydrant and the blowoff in 
addition to the ground being very sandy and District trucks would get stuck in the sand. 

The parcel in question was not part of the original pipeline design and the District has no records of a 
pipeline extending to the parcel.  There is no dedicated easement for a pipeline to the parcel in 
question.  The District has no record of the meter found in the ground and the District’s records go 
back to the early 1970s.   

District staff is unaware how a pipeline was or could have been installed to the Auborn’s parcel since 
there is no record of installation or easement for it.   
 

District Policy:   
Ordinance 109 – Capital Facility Fee 
“If an application or developer desires to serve a parcel or lot that has had no previous authorized 
service from the District, and said parcel or lot is not adjacent to an existing water main of a size, 
condition, and service pressure deemed necessary by the District…the applicant or developer 
shall be required to construct all necessary water system facilities, including a water main line 
extension to and across the entire frontage of the parcel(s) to be served, at the applicant or 
developer’s sole expense, in accordance with District specifications, rules and regulations.” 

  

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends following District policy with the requirement to 
install a mainline extension in accordance with current District specifications.  

 
      
 



APN 343-156-06

1'' = 380 ft 08/28/2025

This map may represent a visual display of related geographic information. Data provided here is not a guarantee of actual field
conditions. To ensure complete accuracy, please contact the responsible staff for the most up-to-date information.

Renee Morquecho
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September 3, 2005

TO: Indian Wells Valley Board of Directors & Staff

500 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

Ridgecrest, Ca. 93555

FROM: John Auborn

1901 Pickrell St.

Ridgecrest, Ca. 93555

RE: Variance Request for APN: 343-156-06 water service installation

IWVWD Board and Staff,

The Auborn’s request your consideration for an alternative means of serving water to said parcel. It is
our belief that a main line extension is not in the best interest of all parties involved.  The extension
would cause additional maintenance on water district staff, and would increase the requirements for
flushing.  One service lateral will not consume enough water to alleviate the need for flushing and will
cause undo financial hardship on our family.  We believe that there are no future needs for water in the
immediate area, and all parcels surrounding our parcel currently already have service with IWVWD.
Thus, there is no future use benefit.

We request your consideration for a variance to provide water per the map below.

Option one. A 1” service lateral to near the Southerly ROW line on Springer Ave.  From there we will run
a private waterline off the meter through the existing access easement and IWVWD waterline easement
on to our property to service the proposed dwelling.

Option two. A 1” service later near the North terminus of Pickrell Ave. From there we will run a private
waterline off the meter through the existing access easement and IWVWD waterline easement on to our
property to service the proposed dwelling.

With our project still being in the design phase, we request that the variance be granted for both
placements.  Once we complete the design phase, we will request a meter set should the variance be
approved.

Thank you for your time,

On Behalf of John Auborn

Travis Reed

Travis Reed
New Stamp_1
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Notice of Exemption FORM “B” 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: Kern County Clerk 
1115 Truxton Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93301-4639 

FROM: Indian Wells Valley Water District 
500 W. Ridgecrest Blvd 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555    

1. Project Title: Brady Street Mainline Replacement Project 

2. Project Applicant: Indian Wells Valley Water District 

3. Project Location – Identify street address and
cross streets or attach a map showing project site
(preferably a USGS 15’ or 7 1/2’ topographical
map identified by quadrangle name):

The project is located in Kern County on the east side of  North Brady 
Street between Highway 178 to the north and Bowman Road to the 
south. 

4. (a)  Project Location – City: Ridgecrest (nearest) (b) Project Location – County: Kern

5. Description of nature, purpose, and beneficiaries
of Project:

This project consists of replacing approximately three (3) ± miles of 
failing 30-inch cement mortar lined and coated steel transmission pipe 
with 24-inch PVC pipe.  This pipeline is essential to the health and 
welfare of the City of Ridgecrest and surrounding area residents and 
businesses. 

6. Name of Public Agency approving project: Indian Wells Valley Water District 

7. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the
project, including any person undertaking an
activity that receives financial assistance from the
Public Agency as part of the activity or the person
receiving a lease, permit, license, certificate, or
other entitlement of use from the Public Agency
as part of the activity:

Indian Wells Valley Water District 

8. Exempt status:  (check one)

(a) Ministerial project. (Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(1); State CEQA Guidelines § 15268) 

(b) Not a project. 

(c) Emergency Project. (Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(4); State CEQA Guidelines § 15269(b). 

(d) Categorical Exemption.   
State type and section number: Section 15302 (replacement or reconstruction) 

(e) Declared Emergency. (Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(3); State CEQA Guidelines § 15269(a)) 

(f) Statutory Exemption.   
State Code section number: 

(g) Other.  Explanation: 

9. Reason why project was exempt: The project falls under Section 15302 (Replacement or 
Reconstruction) because project will replace the existing transmission 
main with a new main of negligible or no expansion of capacity.  

10. Lead Agency Contact Person: Renee Morquecho, Chief Engineer 

Telephone: 760-384-5520



 

Notice of Exemption  FORM “B” 
 

 

Signature:__________________________________        Date:_  _    Title:_Chief Engineer_________ 

 
Name:  Renee E. Morquecho 

 Signed by Lead Agency             Signed by Applicant 

Date Received for Filing:          

Clerk Stamp Here)  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Mission of the  
 

Indian Wells Valley Water District 
 

is to deliver the highest quality water at the best 
possible price while continuing to serve as respectful 

stewards of the environment.  

 
The Vision of the  

 

Indian Wells Valley Water District  
 

is to provide for self-sustaining water resources now 
and for generations to come. 

 
Board of Directors 
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