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James A. Worth, State Bar No. 147207 

McMURTREY, HARTSOCK, WORTH & ST LAWRENCE 

2001 22nd Street, Suite 100 

Bakersfield, California 93301 

Telephone No.: 661.322.4417 

Fax No.: 661.322.8123 

Email: jim@mhwslegal.com 

 

Douglas J. Evertz, State Bar No. 123066 

Emily L. Madueno, State Bar No. 251721 

MURPHY & EVERTZ LLP 

650 Town Center Drive, Suite 550 

Costa Mesa, California 92626 

Telephone No.: 714.277.1700 

Fax No.: 714.277.1777 

Email: devertz@murphyevertz.com 

 emadueno@murphyevertz.com 

 

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, CIVIL COMPLEX CENTER 

 

MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC, a California 

limited liability company; et al., 

 

 Petitioners and Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 

GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, a 

California joint powers authority; et al., 

 

 Respondents and Defendants. 
 

 Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC 

 

Assigned For All Purposes To: 

The Honorable William Claster, Dept. CX101 
 
 
STIPULATION TO CONTINUE 

HEARING ON INDIAN WELLS 

VALLEY WATER DISTRICT’S 

MOTION FOR ORDER CONFIRMING 

“INTERESTED PARTY” STATUS, OR, 

IN THE ALTERNATIVE, GRANTING 

LEAVE TO AMEND ANSWER; 

[PROPOSED] ORDER 

 
RELATED TO ROA 707, 708 

Current Date: October 31, 2025 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Dept.: CX101 
Reservation No. 1000570777 
 

Exempt From Fees Per  

Govt. Code § 6103 

Electronically Filed by Superior Court of California, County of Orange, 09/29/2025 11:26:00 AM. 
30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC - ROA # 712 - DAVID H. YAMASAKI, Clerk of the Court By G. Hernandez, Deputy Clerk. 



 

 2 

STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] ORDER 

TO CONTINUE OCTOBER 31, 2025 HEARING ON IWVWD’S MOTION 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 
AND CONSOLIDATED CASE AND 

RELATED CASES. 

 

 [Consolidated with: Case No. 30-2021-

01188089-CU-WM-CXC] 

[Related to: Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-

OR-CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-

MC-CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01239487-CU-

MC-CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-

MC-CJC] 

 

 

Complaint Filed: September 30, 2020 

Writ Hearing: February 4, 2026 
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STIPULATION 

Petitioner and Plaintiff SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC. (“Petitioner”), 

Respondents and Defendants INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 

and BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 

AUTHORITY (collectively, “Authority”), and Respondent and Defendant INDIAN WELLS 

VALLEY WATER DISTRICT (“District”) (altogether, “Parties”), by and through their 

respective attorneys of record, hereby agree and stipulate as follows: 

A. On September 18, 2025, the District filed and served its Motion for Order 

Confirming “Interested Party” Status, or, in the Alternative, Granting Leave to Amend Answer 

(“District’s Motion”); 

B. The District’s Motion is currently set for hearing on October 31, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. 

in Department CX101; 

C. Due to the schedule of counsel for the District, the Parties desire to continue the 

hearing date on the District’s Motion to a mutually agreeable date that is also convenient to the 

Court; and 

D. The Parties’ preference is that the hearing on the District’s Motion be continued 

to November 21, 2025. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY AGREED AND STIPULATED by the Parties 

that: 

1. The hearing on the District’s Motion should be continued to November 21, 2025 

at 9:00 a.m. in Department CX101. 

 

DATED: Sept. 29, 2025 BEST BEST & KRIEGER, LLP 

 
By: 

/s/ Alison K. Toivola 

 
Eric L. Garner 

Jeffrey V. Dunn 

Alison K. Toivola 

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC. 
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DATED: Sept. 29, 2025 RICHARDS, WATSON & GERSHON, APC 

 
By: 

/s/ Kyle H. Brochard 

 
James L. Markman 

Kyle H. Brochard 

Attorneys for Respondents and Defendants 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 

AUTHORITY; and BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 

AUTHORITY 

 

 

DATED: Sept. 29, 2025 MURPHY & EVERTZ LLP 

 
By: 

/s/ Emily L. Madueno 

 
Douglas J. Evertz 

Emily L. Madueno 

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 
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[PROPOSED] ORDER 

For good cause shown, and upon the stipulation of the parties hereto, through their 

respective counsel of record, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

1. The hearing on the Motion of Respondent and Defendant Indian Wells Valley 

Water District for Order Confirming “Interested Party” Status, or, in the Alternative, Granting 

Leave to Amend Answer is hereby continued from October 31, 2025 to November 21, 2025, at 

9:00 a.m. in Department CX101 of the above-entitled Court. 

2. Moving party to give notice. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

Dated: September 29, 2025    __________________________________ 

        The Honorable William Claster 
 
        JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

 

Mojave Pistachios, LLC; et al. v. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority; et al. 

Searles Valley Minerals Inc. v. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority; et al. 

Orange County Superior Court - Civil Complex Center 

The Honorable William Claster, Dept. CX101 

Lead Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC 

Consolidated with Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC 

Related to:  Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-MC-

CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01239487-CU-MC-CJC; & Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-MC-CJC 

 

I am a resident of the State of California, over 18 years of age and not a party to this 

action.  I am employed in the County of Orange, State of California.  My business address is 650 

Town Center Drive, Suite 550, Costa Mesa, CA 92626.   

On September 29, 2025, I served true copies of the following documents(s) described as 

STIPULATION TO CONTINUE HEARING ON INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER 

DISTRICT’S MOTION FOR ORDER CONFIRMING “INTERESTED PARTY” 

STATUS, OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, GRANTING LEAVE TO AMEND ANSWER; 

[PROPOSED] ORDER on the interested parties in this action as follows: 

PLEASE SEE SERVICE LIST 

 

BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:  I caused a copy of the document(s) to 

be sent from e-mail address aconstant@murphyevertz.com to the persons at the e-mail addresses 

listed in the Service List.  I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any 

electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on September 29, 2025, at Costa Mesa, California. 

 /s/ Alexandra Constant 

 Alexandra Constant 
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SERVICE LIST 

 

Mojave Pistachios, LLC; et al. v. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority; et al. 

Searles Valley Minerals Inc. v. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority; et al. 

Orange County Superior Court - Civil Complex Center 

The Honorable William Claster, Dept. CX101 

Lead Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC 

Consolidated with Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC 

Related to:  Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-MC-

CJC; Case No. 30-2022-01239487-CU-MC-CJC; & Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-MC-CJC 

 

 

Scott S. Slater, Esq. 

Robert J. Saperstein, Esq. 

Amy M. Steinfeld, Esq. 

Elisabeth L. Esposito, Esq. 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 

1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Tel.:  (805) 963-7000 

Fax:  (805) 965-4333 

SSlater@bhfs.com 

RSaperstein@bhfs.com 

ASteinfeld@bhfs.com 

EEsposito@bhfs.com 

 

 

Counsel for petitioners and plaintiffs 

Mojave Pistachios, LLC; 

Paul G. Nugent and Mary E. Nugent, Trustees 

of the Nugent Family Trust dated June 20, 2011 

 

 

 

James A. Worth, Esq. 

McMurtrey, Hartsock, Worth & St. 

Lawrence 

2001 22nd Street, Suite 100 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Tel.:  (661) 322-4417 

Fax:  (661) 322-8123 

jim@mhwslegal.com 

 

 

Co-Counsel for respondent and defendant 

Indian Wells Valley Water District 

 

 

mailto:SSlater@bhfs.com
mailto:RSaperstein@bhfs.com
mailto:ASteinfeld@bhfs.com
mailto:EEsposito@bhfs.com
mailto:jim@mhwslegal.com
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James L. Markman, Esq. 

Richards, Watson & Gershon 

P.O. Box 1059 

Brea, CA 92822-1059 

Tel.:  (714) 990-0901 

Fax:  (714) 990-6230 

jmarkman@rwglaw.com 

 

B. Tilden Kim, Esq. 

Kyle Brochard, Esq. 

Jacob Metz, Esq. 

Richards, Watson & Gershon 

350 S. Grand Avenue, 37th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90071-3101 

Tel.:  (213) 626-8484 

Fax:  (213) 626-0078 

tkim@rwglaw.com 

kbrochard@rwglaw.com 

jmetz@rwglaw.com 

apowell@rwglaw.com 

 

W. Keith Lemieux, Esq. 

Michael Linden, Esq. 

Alex Lemieux, Esq. 

ALESHIRE & WYNDER, LLP 

340 N. Westlake Blvd., Suite 115 

Thousand Oaks, CA 91362 

Tel.:  (805) 495-4770 

Fax:  (949) 223-1180 

klemieux@awattorneys.com 

mlinden@awattorneys.com 

alemieux@awattorneys.com 

mtucker@awattorneys.com 

 

Kyle W. Holmes, Esq. 

Kern County Office of County Counsel 

Kern County Administrative Center 

1115 Truxtun Avenue, 4th Floor 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Tel.:  (661) 868-3813 

Fax:  (661) 868-3809 

kholmes@kerncounty.com 

 

Counsel for respondents and defendants 

Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority; 

Board of Directors of the Indian Wells Valley 

Groundwater Authority 

 

 

mailto:jmarkman@rwglaw.com
mailto:tkim@rwglaw.com
mailto:kbrochard@rwglaw.com
mailto:jmetz@rwglaw.com
mailto:apowell@rwglaw.com
mailto:klemieux@awattorneys.com
mailto:mlinden@awattorneys.com
mailto:alemieux@awattorneys.com
mailto:mtucker@awattorneys.com
mailto:kholmes@kerncounty.com
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Eric L. Garner, Esq. 

Jeffrey V. Dunn, Esq. 

Wendy Y. Wang, Esq. 

Alison K. Toivola, Esq. 

Best Best & Krieger LLP 

18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000 

Irvine, CA 92612 

Tel.:  (949) 263-2600 

Fax:  (949) 260-0972 

eric.garner@bbklaw.com 

jeffrey.dunn@bbklaw.com 

wendy.wang@bbklaw.com 

alison.toivola@bbklaw.com 

 

 

Counsel for petitioner and plaintiff 

Searles Valley Minerals Inc. 

 

 

 
COURTESY COPIES TO: 
 

Derek R. Hoffman, Esq. 

Darien Key, Esq. 

Fennemore LLP 

8080 North Palm Ave., Third Floor 

Fresno, CA 93711 

Tel.:  (559) 432-4500 

Fax:  (559) 432-4590 

dhoffman@fennemorelaw.com 

dkey@fennemorelaw.com 

kridenour@fennemorelaw.com 

mhinton@fennemorelaw.com 

 

Sean T. Hood, Esq. 

Fennemore Craig, P.C. 

2394 E. Camelback Road, Suite 600 

Phoenix, AZ 85016-3429 

Tel.:  (602) 916-5000 

Fax:  (602) 916-5999 

shood@fennemorelaw.com 

 

 

Counsel for parties in the related action 

Meadowbrook Dairy Real Estate, LLC; 

Big Horn Fields, LLC; 

Brown Road Fields, LLC; 

Highway 395 Fields, LLC; 

The Meadowbrook Mutual Water Company 

 
 
 

mailto:eric.garner@bbklaw.com
mailto:jeffrey.dunn@bbklaw.com
mailto:wendy.wang@bbklaw.com
mailto:alison.toivola@bbklaw.com
mailto:dhoffman@fennemorelaw.com
mailto:dkey@fennemorelaw.com
mailto:kridenour@fennemorelaw.com
mailto:mhinton@fennemorelaw.com
mailto:shood@fennemorelaw.com

