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ERIC GARNER, Bar No. 130665
Eric.Garner@bbklaw.com

JEFFREY V., DUNN, Bar No. 131926
Jeffrey. Dunn@bbklaw.com

TYLER D. ANTHONY, Bar No. 305652
Tyler. Anthony@bbklaw.com

MAYA MOUAWAD, Bar No. 311737
Maya.Mouawad@bbklaw.com

BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000
Irvine, California 92612

Telephone: (949) 263-2600

Facsimile: (949) 260-0972

Attorneys for Plaintiff and Petitioner
Searles Valley Minerals Inc.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.,,
Petitioner and Plaintiff,

V.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, BOARD
OF DIRECTORS FOR THE INDIAN
WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER
AUTHORITY, ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED IN THE MATTER OF THE
VALIDITY OF THE INDIAN WELLS
VALLEY GROUNDWATER
AUTHORITY’S GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN FOR THE
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN; and DOES 1
through 100,000, inclusive,

Respondents and
Defendants.

Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC

[Related Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-
WM-CXC]

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF
BURNELL H. BLANCHARD IN
SUPPORT OF SEARLES VALLEY
MINERALS INC.’S EX PARTE
APPLICATION FOR (1) A
TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER;
AND (2) AN ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
WHY A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
SHOULD NOT BE ISSUED

[Filed concurrently with:

1. Ex Parte Application;

2. Declaration of Jeffrey V. Dunn;
3. Declaration of Tyler Anthony,;
4. [Proposed Order]

HEARING JUDGE: Hon. Kirk Nakamura
Date: April 28, 2021

Time: 1:30 p.m.
Dept.: CX103

DECLARATION OF BURNELL H. BLANCHARD
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1, Burnell Blanchard, declare as follows:

1. I am the Vice President of Operations of Plaintiff and Petitioner Searles Valley
Minerals Inc. (““Searles”). [ have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein, except where
otherwise stated, and could competently testify thereto.

Responsibilities and Knowledge

2, I have been employed by Searles since November 2, 2009. I have held my current
position of Vice President of Operations since November 2, 2009.

3. In my current position, I oversee and direct all of Searles’ operations, including,
but not limited to, the production of Searles’ various product-offerings; the operation and
maintenance of Searles’ manufacturing and other facilities; the sale, warehousing, and
distribution of Searles’ product; the operations of the Searles Domestic Water Company (“Searles
Water Company”); the operations of the Trona Railway Company (“TRC”), and the operations of
Searles’ facilities at the ports of Long Beach and San Diego.

4, My current position requires that I am responsible for compliance with federal and
State of California requirements for all Searles’ operations including operations during the
COVID 19 Pandemic.

5. Searles Valley Minerals Inc. (“Searles) is one of only a few suppliers who make
ingredients for ampules and vials for vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccines.

6. Searles is a recognized component of the United State Department of Homeland
Security, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency’s Critical Infrastructure. This is the
reason why Searles has operated without any federal or State of California restriction throughout
the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic. Searles has followed all United States Center for Disease
Control and CalOSHA guidelines and protocols throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic and has
been audited by CalOSHA to verify Searles’ compliance with COVID-19 infection risk
management protocols. The website for more details is https.//www.cisa.gov/critical-

infrastructure-sectors.

7. According to CISA, "There are 16 critical infrastructure sectors whose assets,

systems, and networks, whether physical or virtual, are considered so vital to the United States

»
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that their incapacitation or destruction would have a debilitating effect on security, national
economic security, national public health or safety, or any combination thereof." Searles Valley
Minerals is one of a few suppliers who make ingredients for ampules and vials for vaccines,
including COVID-19 vaccines.

8. As I have stated in my previous declaration, Searles will be forced to shut down at
production facilities completely, and to lay-off the employees supporting the closed product lines
immediately if the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (IWVGA) shuts off or cuts off
Searles’ groundwater well, the only supply of water to Searles and the hundreds of households

served by the Searles Domestic Water Company.

Executed thi% WOZI, @Q California
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PROOF OF SERVICE

At the time of service I was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action. My

business address is 18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000, Irvine, California 92612. On April
27,2021, I served the following document(s):

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF BURNELL H.
BLANCHARD IN SUPPORT OF SEARLES VALLEY
MINERALS, INC.’S EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR (1) A
TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER; AND (2) AN ORDER
TO SHOW CAUSE WHY A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
SHOULD NOT BE ISSUED

By fax transmission. Based on an agreement of the parties to accept service by
fax transmission, I faxed the documents to the persons at the fax numbers listed
below. No error was reported by the fax machine that I used. A copy of the record
of the fax transmission, which I printed out, is attached.

By United States mail. I enclosed the documents in a sealed envelope or package
addressed to the persons at the addresses listed below (specify one):

|:| Deposited the sealed envelope with the United States Postal Service, with
the postage fully prepaid.

|:| Placed the envelope for collection and mailing, following our ordinary
business practices. I am readily familiar with this business's practice for
collecting and processing correspondence for mailing. On the same day that
correspondence is placed for collection and mailing, it is deposited in the
ordinary course of business with the United States Postal Service, in a
sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid.

I am a resident or employed in the county where the mailing occurred. The
envelope or package was placed in the mail at Irvine, California.

By personal service. At __ a.m./p.m., I personally delivered the documents to
the persons at the addresses listed below. (1) For a party represented by an
attorney, delivery was made to the attorney or at the attorney's office by leaving the
documents in an envelope or package clearly labeled to identify the attorney being
served with a receptionist or an Individual in charge of the office. (2) For a party,
delivery was made to the party or by leaving the documents at the party's residence
with some person not less than 18 years of age between the hours of eight in the
morning and six in the evening.

By messenger service. I served the documents by placing them in an envelope or
package addressed to the persons at the addresses listed below and providing them
to a professional messenger service for service. A Declaration of Messenger is
attached.

o1-

PROOF OF SERVICE




LAW OFFICES OF
BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP
18101 VON KARMAN AVENUE, SUITE 1000

IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92612

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

|:| By overnight delivery. I enclosed the documents in an envelope or package
provided by an overnight delivery carrier and addressed to the persons at the
addresses listed below. I placed the envelope or package for collection and
overnight delivery at an office or a regularly utilized drop box of the overnight
delivery carrier.

By e-mail or electronic transmission. Based on a court order or an agreement of
the parties to accept service by e-mail or electronic transmission, I caused the
documents to be sent to the persons at the e-mail addresses listed below. I did not
receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any electronic message or
other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

Scott Slater Attorneys for Plaintiffs

Amy M. Steinfeld Mojave Pistachios, LLC; John Thomas
Elisabeth Esposito Conaway; John Thomas Conaway Trust;
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP ~ John Thomas Conaway Living Trust
1021 Anacapa St., 2nd Floor U/D/T August 7, 2008; Nugent Family
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 Trust; Sierra Shadows Ranch LP

Email: sslater@bhfs.com
asteinfeld@bhfs.com

eesposito@bhfs.com

John C. Murphy Attorneys for Defendant

Douglas J. Evertz Indian Wells Valley Water District
Emily L. Madueno

Murphy & Evertz, LLP (714) 277-1700, Tel.

650 Town Center Drive, Ste. 550 (714) 277-1777, Facsimile

Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Email: jmurphy@murphyevertz.com
devertz@murphyevertz.com
emadueno@murphyevertz.com

James A. Worth Attorneys for Defendant
McMurtrey, Hartsock & Worth Indian Wells Valley Water District
2001 22nd St., Ste. 100

Bakersfield, CA 93301 (661) 322-4417, Tel.

(661) 322-8123, Facsimile

Email: jim@mhwlegal.com

James L. Markham Attorneys for Respondents/Defendants
Richards Watson & Gershon Indian Wells Valley Groundwater

P. O. Box 1059 Authority; Board of Directors of the Indian
Brea, CA 92822-1059 Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

(714) 990-0901, Tel.
(714) 990-6230, Facsimile
Email: jmarkman@rwlaw.com
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B. Tilden Kim Attorneys for Respondents/Defendants

Kyle Brochard Indian Wells Valley Groundwater

Darrell M. Field Authority; Board of Directors of the Indian
Richards, Watson & Gershon Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

350 S. Grand Avenue, 37th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90071-3101 (213) 626-8484, Tel.

(213) 626-0078, Facsimile

Email: tkim@rwglaw.com
kbrochard@rwglaw.com
dfield@rwglaw.com

Wayne Keith Lemieux, Jr. Courtesy Copy

Olivarez Madruga Lemieux O'Neill,

LLP (805) 495-4770, Tel.

4165 E. Thousand Oaks Boulevard, (805) 495-2787, Facsimile

Suite 350 Email: klemieux@omlolaw.com
Westlake Village, CA 91362-3852 mtucker@omlolaw.com
Phillip Hall Courtesy Copy

Kern County Office of County Counsel

1115 Truxton A venue, 4th Floor (661) 868-3826, Tel.
Bakersfield, CA 93301 (661) 868-3809, Facsimile

Email: phall@kemcounty.com

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
above is true and correct.

Executed on April 27, 2021, at Irvine, California.
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Kerry V. Keefe
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