
 

 

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against you without your being heard 
unless you respond no later than December 18, 2020. Read information below. 
 
(¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde antes del fin de dia el 18 de Diciembre, 2020, 
la corte puede decidir en su contra sin escuchar su versión. Lea la información a 
continuación.) 
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF KERN 

Case Number (Número del Caso) BCV-20-102285 
 

SUMMONS 
(CITACIÓN JUDICIAL) 

(Code Civ. Proc., §§ 861.1, 863) 
 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS: 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO): 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
FOR THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, ALL PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN THE MATTER OF THE VALIDITY OF THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY’S GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN FOR THE 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN; and DOES 1-100,000, inclusive, 
 
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE): 
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC. 
 
All persons interested in the matter listed above and described below may contest the 
legality or validity of the matter by appearing and filing a written answer to the complaint 
not later than December 18, 2020.   
 
Persons who contest the legality or validity of the matter will not be subject to punitive action, 
such as wage garnishment or seizure of their real or personal property.  
 
Unless you respond timely, a default will be entered upon application by Plaintiff, and Plaintiff 
may apply to the Court for the relief demanded in the Complaint.  You may seek the advice of 
an attorney in any matter connected with the complaint or this summons.  Such attorney 
should be consulted promptly so that your pleading may be filed or entered within the time 
required by this summons. 
 
DETAILED SUMMARY OF THE MATTER: 
Plaintiff has filed their Petition for Writ of Mandate and Complaint for Declaratory and 
Injunctive Relief and Takings Claims under the California Constitution (“Complaint”), which 
seeks, among other things, a judicial decree, determining that the following actions taken by the 
Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (the “Authority”) are legally deficient, invalid, and 
inapplicable, as the contested provisions were adopted and/or have been interpreted in a manner 
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contrary to state law: (1) the Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Indian Wells Valley Basin, 
adopted on January 16, 2020 by Resolution No. 01-20 (the “GSP”); (2) the Report on the Indian 
Wells Valley Groundwater Basin’s Sustainable Yield of 7,650 Acre-Feet, adopted on June 18, 
2020 and/or July 16, 2020 by Resolution No. 06-20 (the “Sustainable Yield Report”); (3) the 
Amendment to Ordinance No. 02-18 Establishing Groundwater Extraction Fees and the Rules, 
Regulations and Procedures for their Imposition, adopted on July 16, 2020 by Ordinance No. 02-
20 (the “Extraction Fee”); (4) the Engineer’s Report, adopted on July 16, 2020 (the “Engineer’s 
Report”); and (5) the Establishment of a Basin Replenishment Fee, adopted on August 21, 2020 
by Ordinance No. 03-20 (the “Replenishment Fee”).  Further, Plaintiff seeks a judicial 
determination that any efforts by the Authority to implement the provisions of the GSP, 
including but not limited to (i) the Sustainable Yield Report; (ii) the Extraction Fee; (iii) the 
Engineer’s Report; and (iv) the Replenishment Fee, are also legally deficient, invalid and 
inapplicable, because those efforts are based on a deficient groundwater sustainability plan. 
 
The Authority is a local agency that implements the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(“SGMA”) and serves as the primary entity responsible for implementing sustainable 
groundwater management for the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin (the “Basin”) located 
in Kern, San Bernardino, and Inyo Counties.  The Basin is a high-priority basin designated by 
the Department of Water Resources as “subject to critical conditions of overdraft,” and the 
Authority is thus required to develop and implement a groundwater sustainability plan.  
Groundwater sustainability plans are detailed roadmaps for how groundwater basins will be 
sustainably managed.  SGMA requires that groundwater basins designated as subject to critical 
conditions of overdraft, like the Basin, be managed under a groundwater sustainability plan 
adopted by January 31, 2020.  (Water Code § 10720.7(a)(1).) 
 
Pursuant to Resolution No. 01-20, the Authority adopted the final GSP for the Basin on January 
16, 2020.  The Authority subsequently adopted the Sustainable Yield Report, Extraction Fee, 
Engineer’s Report, and Replenishment Fee, in an effort to implement the provisions of the GSP.  
Plaintiff alleges that the GSP, Sustainable Yield Report, Extraction Fee, Engineer’s Report, and 
Replenishment Fee are legally deficient, invalid, and inapplicable, as the contested provisions 
were adopted and/or have been interpreted in a manner contrary to state law.  Further, Plaintiff 
alleges that any efforts by the Authority to implement the provisions of the GSP, including but 
not limited to the Sustainable Yield Report, Extraction Fee, Engineer’s Report, and 
Replenishment Fee, are also legally deficient, invalid and inapplicable, because those efforts are 
based on a deficient groundwater sustainability plan. 
 
The name and address of the court is (El nombre y dirección de la corte es): 
 
KERN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT 
1415 Truxton Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 
 
The name, address and telephone number of Plaintiff’s attorney is (El nombre, la dirección 
y el número de teléfono del abogado del demandante es): 
 
Eric Garner 



 

 

Jeffrey V. Dunn 
Maya Mouawad 
BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP 
18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000 
Irvine, California  92612 
(949) 263-2600 
 
 
 
DATE:  Clerk, by _____________________________, Deputy   (Seal) 
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