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James A. Worth, State Bar No. 147207 
McMURTREY, HARTSOCK, WORTH & ST LAWRENCE 
2001 22nd Street, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, California 93301 
Telephone No.: 661.322.4417 
Fax No.: 661.322.8123 
Email: jim@mhwslegal.com 

Douglas J. Evertz, State Bar No. 123066 
Emily L. Madueno, State Bar No. 251721 
MURPHY & EVERTZ LLP 
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 550 
Costa Mesa, California 92626 
Telephone No.: 714.277.1700 
Fax No.: 714.277.1777 
Email: devertz@murphyevertz.com 

emadueno@murphyevertz.com 

Attorneys for Defendant, Cross-Complainant, & Cross-Defendant 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, CIVIL COMPLEX CENTER 

MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC; et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER 
DISTRICT; et al., 

Defendants. 

Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC 
[Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 
Adjudication] 

Assigned For All Purposes To: 
The Honorable William Claster, Dept. CX101 

DECLARATION OF JAMES A. WORTH 
IN SUPPORT OF TECHNICAL 
WORKING GROUP PARTIES’ 
OBJECTION TO STATE WATER 
RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD’S 
SPECIAL MASTER CANDIDATE FOR 
PHASE 2 TRIAL RECOMMENDATION 
ON SAFE YIELD 

RELATED TO ROA 1959, 2122 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER 
DISTRICT, 

Complaint Filed: November 19, 2019 
Phase 1 Trial Date: April 28, 2025 
Phase 2 Trial Date: June 8, 2026 

Exempt From Fees Per 
Govt. Code § 6103 

E-Served: Oct 23 2026  3:55PM PDT  Via Case Anywhere
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Cross-Complainant, 

v. 

ALL PERSONS WHO CLAIM A RIGHT 
TO EXTRACT GROUNDWATER IN THE 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER BASIN NO. 6-54 
WHETHER BASED ON 
APPROPRIATION, OVERLYING RIGHT, 
OR OTHER BASIS OF RIGHT, AND/OR 
WHO CLAIM A RIGHT TO USE OF 
STORAGE SPACE IN THE BASIN; et al., 

Cross-Defendants. 

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC., 

Cross-Complainant, 

v. 

ALL PERSONS WHO CLAIM A RIGHT 
TO EXTRACT GROUNDWATER IN THE 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER BASIN NO. 6-54 
WHETHER BASED ON 
APPROPRIATION, OVERLYING RIGHT, 
OR OTHER BASIS OF RIGHT, AND/OR 
WHO CLAIM A RIGHT TO USE OF 
STORAGE SPACE IN THE BASIN; et al., 

Cross-Defendants. 
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Derek Hoffman, Bar No. 285784 
Darien K. Key, Bar No. 324353 
FENNEMORE LLP 
8080 North Palm Avenue, Third Floor 
Fresno, California 93711 
Phone No.: (559) 432-4500 
Fax No.: (559) 432-4590 
dhoffman@fennemorelaw.com 
dkey@fennemorelaw.com 
 
Sean Hood, Arizona Bar No. 022789 (pro hac vice) 
FENNEMORE CRAIG, P.C. 
2394 E. Camelback Road, Suite 600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-3429 
Phone No.: (602) 916-5000 
Fax No.: (602) 916-5999 
shood@fennemorelaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendants and Cross-Defendants 
MEADOWBROOK DAIRY REAL ESTATE, LLC; 
BIG HORN FIELDS, LLC; BROWN ROAD 
FIELDS, LLC; HIGHWAY 395 FIELDS, LLC; and 
THE MEADOWBROOK MUTUAL WATER 
COMPANY 
 
ERIC GARNER, Bar No. 130665  
eric.garner@bbklaw.com 
JEFFREY V. DUNN, Bar No. 131926  
jeffrey.dunn@bbklaw.com 
WENDY Y. WANG, Bar No. 228923  
wendy.wang@bbklaw.com 
ALISON K. TOIVOLA, Bar No. 350252  
alison.toivola@bbklaw.com 
BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP  
300 South Grand Avenue, 25th Floor  
Los Angeles, California 90071  
Phone No.: (213) 617-8100  
Fax No.: (213) 617-7480  
 
Attorneys for Defendant, Cross-Defendant, and Cross-Complainant 
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC. 
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From: Michael McKinney
To: lauren.winn@sen.ca.gov; heather.caden@sen.ca.gov
Cc: Jeff Simonetti
Subject: Request for Review: Groundwater Adjudication -- Legislative Proposal
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2025 2:20:55 PM
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links, open attachments, or
provide information unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Lauren and Heather:

By way of introduction, I am a lobbyist for Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority, a
groundwater sustainability agency in Kern County.

A supporting coalition member, the California Alliance for Family Farmers, suggested that
we contact the Senator to discuss the attached 2025 Legislative Proposal on Groundwater
Adjudication and protection of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).

Speaker Rivas has submitted the proposal to Legislative Counsel (unbacked). We are
requesting your office’s review as a potential Author.

The proposal is relatively simple. It amends the Water Code to establish a validation action
as the sole (court) venue for reviewing a groundwater sustainability plan. This closes a
loophole between the Streamlined Adjudication Act(s) and the SGMA, which allows for a de
novo review by the courts in an adjudication without deference to the technical findings of
the groundwater sustainability agency and the review/approval by the Department of Water
Resources.  Four critically overdrafted groundwater basins with approved Groundwater
Sustainability Plans are facing this situation, and a fifth GSA (representing six basins in
Salinas Valley) will likely be next.

CAFF, San Luis Obispo County, Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency, and the
City of Ridgecrest support the IWVGA-sponsored proposal. The Counties of Ventura, Santa
Barbara, Kern, Inyo, and San Bernardino are reviewing it to support.

Agricultural interests and Cal-Chamber will oppose it. The Judicial Council also opposes it,
and we are addressing their opposition points now.

DWR, the State Water Resources Control Board, and the Department of Justice recognize
the issue, have worked with IWVGA on language, and recognize the proposal as a solution
to the problem (everything short of endorsement).

May I schedule a time on your calendar to discuss the proposal thoroughly and answer any
questions you may have?

Please let me know if your schedule permits a call. If you have any immediate questions or
concerns, please call me at 714.299.0053.

v/r,

Michael McKinney
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Michael W. McKinney (for)
Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

MICHAEL W MCKINNEY

President, Capitol Core Group

mobile: 714.299.0053  website: www.capitolcore.com

phone: 202.969.6009 ext. 700

Offices Washington D.C.; Austin, Texas: Sacramento, California
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