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BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000
Irvine, California 92612

Telephone: (949) 263-2600
Facsimile: (949) 260-0972

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS, INC.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF ORANGE

MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC, a California
limited liability company; and PAUL G.
NUGENT AND MARY E. NUGENT, Trustees
of the Nugent Family Trust dated June 20,
2011,

Petitioners and Plaintiffs,

V.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY

GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, a California

joint powers authority; THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE INDIAN WELLS
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, a
governing body; ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED IN THE MATTER OF THE
VALIDITY OF (1) THE GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN FOR THE
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN, (2) THE REPORT
ON THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN’S SUSTAINABLE
YIELD OF 7,650 ACRE-FEET, (3)
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 02-18
ESTABLISHING GROUNDWATER
EXTRACTION FEES AND THE RULES,
REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES FOR
THEIR IMPOSITION, (4) THE ADOPTION
OF REPORT ON TRANSIENT POOL AND
FALLOWING PROGRAM, AND (5) THE

Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC

[Consolidated Case No. 30-2021-01188089-
CU-WM-CXC; Related Case No. 30-2021-
01187275-CU-OR-CJC; Related Case No.
30-2022-01239487-CU-MC-CJC; Related
Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-MC-CJC;
Related Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-
MC-CJC]

Judge: Hon. William D. Claster
Dept.: CX101

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF STIPULATION
AND ORDER TO VACATE THE
OCTOBER 13, 2025 TRIAL DATE

Action Filed: September 30, 2020
Trial Date: October 13, 2025
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A BASIN
REPLENISHMENT FEE; and DOES 1-100,
inclusive,

Respondents and
Defendants.

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.,
Petitioner and Plaintiff,

V.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, BOARD
OF DIRECTORS FOR THE INDIAN WELLS
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY,
ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
MATTER OF THE VALIDITY OF THE
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY’S
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
FOR THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN; and DOES 1
through 100,000, inclusive,

Respondents and
Defendants.
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On September 2, 2025, the Court entered the Stipulation and Order to Vacate the

October 13, 2025 Trial Date in Department CX101. (See Ex. A.)

Dated: September 2, 2025 BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

- >

. - ; ) P
By: { i —

—_ERICT. GARNER
JEFFREY V. DUNN
WENDY Y. WANG
ALISON K. TOIVOLA
Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS, INC.
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Electronically Filed by Superior Court of California, County of Orange, 09/02/2025 08:59:00 AM.
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wendy.wang@bbklaw.com

ALISON K. TOIVOLA, Bar No. 350252
alison.toivola@bbklaw.com

BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000
Irvine, California 92612

Telephone: (949) 263-2600

Facsimile:  (949) 260-0972

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.

MOJAVE PISTACHIQS, LLC, a California
limited liability company; and PAUL G.
NUGENT AND MARY E. NUGENT, Trustees
of the Nugent Family Trust dated June 20,
2011,

Petitioners and Plaintiffs,
V.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, a California
joint powers authority; THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE INDIAN WELLS
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, a
governing body; ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED IN THE MATTER OF THE
VALIDITY OF (1) THE GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN FOR THE
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN, (2) THE REPORT
ON THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN’S SUSTAINABLE
YIELD OF 7,650 ACRE-FEET, (3)
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 02-18
ESTABLISHING GROUNDWATER
EXTRACTION FEES AND THE RULES,
REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES FOR
THEIR IMPOSITION, (4) THE ADOPTION
OF REPORT ON TRANSIENT POOL AND
FALLOWING PROGRAM, AND (5) THE
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89-CU-WM-CXC - ROA # 698 - DAVID H. YAMASAKI, Clerk of the Court By G. Hernandez, Deputy Clerk.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF ORANGE

Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC

[Consolidated Case No. 30-2021-01188089-
CU-WM-CXC; Related Case No. 30-2021-
01187275-CU-OR-CJC; Related Case No.
30-2022-01239487-CU-MC-CJC; Related
Case No. 30-2022-01239479-CU-MC-CJC;
Related Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-
MC-CJC]

Judge: Hon. William D. Claster
Dept.: CX101

STIPULATION AND [RPROPOSED]
ORDER TO VACATE OCTOBER 13,
2025 TRIAL DATE

Action Filed: September 30, 2020
FSC: October 3, 2025
Trial Date: October 13, 2025

STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] ORDER TO VACATE OCTOBER 13, 2025 TRIAL DATE
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A BASIN
REPLENISHMENT FEE; and DOES 1-100,
inclusive,

Respondents and
Defendants.

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.,
Petitioner and Plaintiff,
V.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, BOARD
OF DIRECTORS FOR THE INDIAN WELLS
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY,
ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE
MATTER OF THE VALIDITY OF THE
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY’S
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
FOR THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER BASIN; and DOES 1
through 100,000, inclusive,

Respondents and
Defendants.
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STIPULATION

Petitioner and Plaintiff SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC. (“Petitioner”),
Respondents and Defendants INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY,
and BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER
AUTHORITY, and Respondent and Defendant INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT,
(together referred to as the “Parties”), by and through their respective attorneys of record, hereby
agree and stipulate as follows:

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2025, at 10:00 a.m., the Court held a Further Status Conference
in the above-captioned action and all related actions.

WHEREAS, at the July 15, 2025, Further Status Conference, the Court, at the request of
the Parties, set a hearing on the first cause of action—Petition for Writ of Mandate—in the First
Amended Petition for Writ of Mandate filed by Petitioner for February 4, 2026 at 9:00 a.m., in
Department CX101 of the Orange County Superior Court, Civil Complex Center, located at 751
West Santa Ana Boulevard, Santa Ana, California 92701.

WHEREAS, the Parties intended that the Court bifurcate the action such that the February
4, 2026 hearing is intended to be the trial on the first cause of action for writ of mandate, and the
remaining causes of action would be tried at a later date that has not yet been set, and the trial
date previously set for October 13, 2025 would be vacated.

WHEREAS, the Court’s online docket shows the October 13, 2025 trial date is still on
calendar, as well as the February 4, 2026 trial on the petition for writ of mandate.

WHEREAS, the Parties respectfully request that the Court vacate the October 13, 2025
trial date, bifurcate the action such that the first cause of action seeking a writ of mandate will be
tried on February 4, 2026, and the remaining causes of action will be stayed pending resolution of
the first cause of action.

I
I
I
I
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The Parties therefore stipulate and request that the Court vacate the trial set for October
13, 2025 in Department CX101, and enter the [Proposed] Order attached hereto.
IT IS SO STIPULATED.

Dated: August 19, 2025 BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

- e
-~ /

By /'__," i,,/L._,-/Q_ .-«,__I'I.__ﬁ--"

-

«____ERICL. GARNER
JEFFREY V. DUNN
WENDY Y. WANG
ALISON K. TOIVOLA

Attorneys for Plaintiff and Petitioner
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.

Dated: August 19, 2025 RICHARDS WATSON & GERSON

By:/s/ Kyle H. Brochard

James L. Markman
B. Tilden Kim
Kyle H. Brochard
Jacob Metz

Attorneys for Respondents and Defendants
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY;
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Dated: August 19, 2025 MURPHY & EVERTZ, LLP

By: /s/ Douglas J. Evertz

Douglas J. Evertz
Emily L. Madueno

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER
DISTRICT
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[PROPOSED] ORDER

Good cause appearing, it is hereby ordered that the trial set for October 13, 2025 in
Department CX101 is vacated. The action is bifurcated, and the first cause of action seeking a
writ of mandate shall be tried on February 4, 2026. The remaining causes of action are stayed

pending resolution of the first cause of action.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

A D COa

Dated: September 2, 2025 By:

Hon. William D. Claster

65352.00001\44082029.3
-5-

STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] ORDER TO VACATE OCTOBER 13, 2025 TRIAL DATE




BEST BEST & KRIEGER LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Dawn R. Forgeur, CCLS, declare:

I am a citizen of the United States and employed in Sacramento County, California. I am
over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within-entitled action. My business address
is 500 Capitol Mall, Suite 2500, Sacramento, California 95814. On September 2, 2025, I served

a copy of the within document(s):

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF STIPULATION AND ORDER TO
VACATE THE OCTOBER 13, 2025 TRIAL DATE

by transmitting via e-mail or electronic transmission the document(s) listed above
to the person(s) at the e-mail address(es) set forth below.

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above

is true and correct. Executed on September 2, 2025, at West Sacramento, California.

Dol ogeso

Dawn R. Forgeur, CCLS
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SERVICE LIST

Mojave Pistachios, LLC, et al., v. Indian Wells Valley Water District, et al.
Lead Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC
[Consolidated Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC; Related Case No. 30-2021-
01187275-CU-OR-CIJC; Related Case No. 30-2022-01239487-CU-MC-CJC; Related Case No.
30-2022-01239479-CU-MC-CJC; Related Case No. 30-2022-01249146-CU-MC-CIJC]

Scott S. Slater

Robert J. Saperstein

Amy M. Steinfeld

Elisabeth L. Esposito

BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER

SCHRECK, LLP

1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor

Santa Barbara, CA 93101

Telephone:  (805) 963-7000

Emails: sslater@bhfs.com
rsaperstein(@bhfs.com
asteinfeld@bhfs.com
eesposito@bhfs.com

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs

MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC; PAUL
G. NUGENT AND MARY E. NUGENT,
TRUSTEES OF THE NUGENT
FAMILY TRUST DATED JUNE 20,
2011

John C. Murphy

Douglas J. Evertz

Emily L. Madueno

MURPHY & EVERTZ LLP

650 Town Center Drive, Suite 550

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Telephone:  (714) 277-1700

Emails: jmurphy@murphyevertz.com
devertz@murphyevertz.com
emadueno@murphyevertz.com

James A. Worth

McMURTREY, HARTSOCK & WORTH
2001 22nd Street, Suite 100

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Telephone:  (661) 322-4417

Email: jim@mhwlegal.com

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER
DISTRICT

Derek R. Hoffman

FENNEMORE DOWLING AARON

8080 N. Palm Avenue, Third Floor

Fresno, CA 93711

Telephone:  (559) 432-4500

Emails: dhoffman@fennemorelaw.com

Attorneys for Respondents and Defendants

MEADOWBROOK DAIRY REAL
ESTATE, LLC; BIG HORN FIELDS,
LLC; BROWN ROAD FIELDS, LLC;
HIGHWAY 395 FIELDS, LLC; THE
MEADOWBROOK MUTUAL WATER
COMPANY
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W. Keith Lemieux

ALESHIRE & WYNDER, LLP

2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 226

Westlake Village, CA 91362-3852
Telephone:  (805) 495-4770

Email: klemieux(@awattorneys.com

James L. Markman

B. Tilden Kim

Kyle H. Brochard

Jacob Metz

RICHARDS, WATSON & GERSHON

350 South Grand Avenue, 37th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90071-3101

Telephone:  (213) 626-8484

Emails: jmarkman@rwglaw.com
tkim@rwglaw.com
kbrochard@rwglaw.com
Jmetz@rwglaw.com
apowell@rwglaw.com

Phillip W. Hall

Deputy County Counsel

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

COUNTY OF KERN

1115 Truxton Avenue, 4th Floor

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Telephone:  (661) 868-3826

Emails: phall@kerncounty.com
phall@co.kern.ca.us

Attorneys for Respondents and Defendants

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY;
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
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