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RICHARDS, WATSON & GERSHON 
  A Professional Corporation 
JAMES L. MARKMAN (BAR NO. 43536) 
jmarkman@rwglaw.com
KYLE H. BROCHARD (BAR NO. 293369) 
kbrochard@rwglaw.com 
JACOB C. METZ (BAR NO. 341565) 
jmetz@rwglaw.com
350 South Grand Avenue, 37th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone:  213.626.8484 
Facsimile:  213.626.0078 

Attorneys for Defendants and Respondents 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
AUTHORITY and BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
AUTHORITY 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF ORANGE, CIVIL COMPLEX CENTER 

MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC, et al., 

Plaintiff and Petitioner, 
v. 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, et al., 

Defendants and Respondents. 

___________________________________ 

SEARLES MINERALS INC., 

Plaintiff and Petitioner, 
v. 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY, et al., 

Defendants and Respondents. 

Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC 
(Consolidated with Case No. 30-2021-
011880890-CU-WM-CXC; Related Case Nos. 
30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC) 

DECLARATION OF KEITH LEMIEUX IN 
SUPPORT OF INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY’S 
OPPOSITION TO INDIAN WELLS 
VALLEY WATER DISTRICT’S MOTION 
FOR ORDER RE “INTERESTED PARTY” 
STATUS, OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, 
LEAVE TO AMEND ANSWER 

Reservation No.: 1000570777 
Date:     November 21, 2025 
Time:    9:00 a.m.  
Dept.: CX101 

Complaint Filed: September 30, 2020 
Writ Hearing: February 4, 2026 

Hon. William D. Claster 

[Exempt from filing fees pursuant to Govt. Code § 6103] 
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ALESHIRE & WYNDER, LLP 
KEITH LEMIEUX, State Bar No. 161850 
klemieux@awattorneys.com 
MICHAEL LINDEN, State Bar No. 192485 
mlinden@awattorneys.com 
ALEX LEMIEUX, State Bar No. 302602 
alemieux@awattorneys.com
2659 Townsgate Rd., Suite 226 
Westlake Village, California 91361 
Telephone: (805)495-4770 
Facsimile: (805)495-2787 

General Counsel to 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER  
AUTHORITY and BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
AUTHORITY 
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DECLARATION OF W. KEITH LEMIEUX 

I, W. Keith Lemieux, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney at law duly licensed to practice before all of the courts in the State 

of California.  I am general counsel to the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 

(“Authority”).  As general counsel my responsibilities include providing general legal services to 

the Authority including the attendance of public and closed session meetings. I have reviewed the 

resolutions and ordinances adopted by the Authority and I am familiar with their actions. I make 

this declaration in support of the Authority’s Opposition to Defendant and Respondent Indian 

Wells Valley Water District (“District”) motion to be deemed an “interested party,” or, 

alternatively, for leave to file an amended answer (“Motion”). I have personal knowledge of the 

facts set forth in this Declaration and, if called as a witness, could and would testify competently to 

such facts under oath. 

2. The Authority is a joint powers authority created under the Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act (“SGMA”) (Wat. Code, § 10720 et seq.) to serve as the groundwater 

sustainability agency (“GSA”) managing the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin (“Basin”). 

The Authority is comprised of five general members––City of Ridgecrest, County of Inyo, County 

of Kern, County of San Bernardino, and the District––who make up its Board of Directors.  

3. The District’s legal counsel is Jim Worth. On September 21, 2017, the Authority 

entered into an agreement for Mr. Worth to provide the Authority with legal advice on contractual, 

statutory, regulatory, and any other legal matters, including “without limitations, reviewing 

contracts, meeting agendas and notices, providing legal opinions and resolutions, reviewing 

policies and procedures, generally supervising and coordinating litigation, or specialized legal 

advice, involving [the Authority] and special counsel retained to represent [the Authority] on a 

specific case or issue.” Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the retainer agreement 

between the Authority and Mr. Worth, which remains in effect.  

4. Mr. Worth advised the Authority during the preparation and adoption of the 

Authority’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”), which the District now seeks to challenge. 

Mr. Worth participated in closed session Board of Directors meetings regarding challenges to the 
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GSP. After the filing of the related comprehensive groundwater adjudication, Mojave Pistachios, 

LLC, et al v. Indian Wells Valley Water District (Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-2021-

01187275), the District’s representative and Mr. Worth did not participate in closed session Board 

of Directors meetings.  

5. On December 19, 2019, the District’s representative, Ron Kicinski, and its legal

counsel, James Worth, participated in closed and open sessions of the Board of Directors to discuss 

the adoption of the Authority’s GSP, scheduled to be held on January 16, 2020. Attached as 

Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the December 19, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting 

Minutes. 

6. On January 16, 2020, the District’s representative, Ron Kicinski, participated in

closed and open session of the Board of Directors to adopt the Authority’s GSP. Attached as 

Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of the January 16, 2020 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes. 

7. On January 16, 2020, the District’s representative, Ron Kicinski, voted to approve

Resolution 01-20 to adopt the Authority’s GSP at the Board of Directors meeting. Attached as 

Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of Resolution 01-20, adopted at the January 16, 2020 Board of 

Directors meeting. 

8. On July 16, 2020, the District’s representative, Ron Kicinski, voted to approve

Resolution 06-20 to adopt the Authority’s Sustainable Yield Report that determined the Basin’s 

sustainable yield is 7,650 acre-feet.  Attached as Exhibit E is a true and correct copy of Resolution 

06-20, adopted at the July 16, 2020 Board of Directors meeting.

I declare under penalty of perjury are the laws of the state of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  

Executed on this 10th day of November, 2025, at Westlake Village, California. 

_____________________________ 

W. Keith Lemieux



EXHIBIT A 



   21st











-2- 
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EXHIBIT D 



IWVGA ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

TO: IWVGA Board Members 

FROM: IWVGA Staff 

STAFF REPORT 

DATE: January 16, 2020 

SUBJECT: Agenda Item No. 7 - Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of the Indian 
Wells Valley Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

DISCUSSION 

The Agenda Item before your Board is a public hearing on the proposed adoption of the 
SGMA required Groundwater Sustainability Plan (the "Plan") for the Indian Wells Valley 
Groundwater Basin. 

The procedural notice and comment requirements of Water Code section 10728.4 have 
been met and, as a courtesy, this hearing has been noticed in the local paper. The 
preparation and adoption of the Plan is statutorily exempt from further CEQA review 
pursuant to Water Code section 10728.6. 

Given the significance of the Plan, Staff is requesting that your Board take a small recess 
immediately after the close the public hearing and prior to Board consideration so that staff 
may consider any comments submitted during the hearing and if, and where, appropriate 
prepare any responses to said comments prior to Board consideration. 

RECOMMENDED BOARD ACTION{S) 

1) Open public hearing and take public comment,
2) Close public hearing and call for a brief recess,
3) Reconvene meeting and begin Board consideration,
4) Make finding that adoption of the Plan is statutorily exempt from further CEQA

review pursuant to Water Code section 10728.6.
5) Adopt the Plan via Resolution _01-20_



BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 

In the matter of: 

ADOPTION OF THE GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN FOR THE INDIAN 

WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN 

Resolution No. 01-20 

I, April Nordenstrom , Clerk of the Board of Directors for the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 

Authority, do certify that the following resolution, on motion of Director Page , seconded by Director 

Kicinski , was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Directors at an official meeting this 16th day of 

January, 2016, by the following vote: 

A YES: Page, Kicinski, Gleason, Hayman 

NOES: Vallejo 

ABSENT:  0

Clerk of the Board of Directors 
Indian Wells Valley Grou dwater 

RESOLUTION 

Section 1. WHEREAS: 

(a) The comprehensive groundwater legislation referred to as the "Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act" (SGMA) was signed into law on September 16, 2014 with an 
effective date of January 1, 2015, and codified at California Water Code sections 10720 et seq.; 
and 

(b) The stated purpose of SGMA, as set forth in California Water Code Section 10720.1,
is to provide for the sustainable management of groundwater basins at a local level; and 

(c) SGMA further provides that "high priority" basins such as the Indian Wells Valley

1 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 

In the matter of: Resolution No. 06-20 

ADOPTING A REPORT ON THE INDIAN

WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN'S

SUSTAINABLE YIELD OF 7,650 ACRE-FEET 

I, April Nordenstrom , Clerk of the Board of Directors for the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 

Authority, do certify that the following resolution, on motion of Director Page , seconded by Director 

Vallejo, was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Directors at an official meeting this 16th day of 

July, 2020, by the following vote: 

AYES: Kicinski, Page, Vallejo, Gleason, Hayman 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

Section 1. WHEREAS: 

Clerk of the Board of Directors 
Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 

Cl,pt-r,D.� 

RESOLUTION 

(a) The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requires the IWVGA to bring the
Basin into sustainability by 2040 at the latest to make ongoing reports on extractions and 
progress; and, 

(b) In order to meet those requirements the IWVGA must obtain accurate data on all

3 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

Mojave Pistachios, LLC; et al. v. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority; et al.  
Searles Valley Minerals Inc. v. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority; et al.  

Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District, Division 3, Case No. G062327 
Orange County Superior Court - Civil Complex Center  

Lead Case No. 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC  
Consolidated with Case No. 30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC  

Related to Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC  
The Honorable William Claster, Dept. CX104 

I, Marcella Correa, declare: 

I am a resident of the State of California and over the age of eighteen years and not a party 
to the within action.  My business address is 1 Civic Center Circle, P.O. Box 1059, Brea, California 
92822.  My email address is mcorrea@rwglaw.com.  On November 10, 2025, I served the within 
document(s) described as: 

DECLARATION OF KEITH LEMIEUX IN SUPPORT OF INDIAN WELLS 
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY’S OPPOSITION TO INDIAN 
WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT’S MOTION FOR ORDER RE 
“INTERESTED PARTY” STATUS, OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, LEAVE 
TO AMEND ANSWER 

on the interested parties in this action as stated on the attached service list. 

(BY E-MAIL) By transmitting a true copy of the foregoing document(s) to the e-mail 
addresses set forth above. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on November 10, 2025, at San Dimas, California. 

Marcella Correa 

X
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SERVICE LIST 

James A. Worth 
McMURTREY, HARTSOCK & WORTH 
2001 22nd Street, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, California 93301 
Telephone No.: 661.322.4417 
Fax No.: 661.322.8123 
Email: jim@mhwlegal.com

John C. Murphy, State Bar No. 94192 
Douglas J. Evertz, State Bar No. 123066 
Emily L. Madueno, State Bar No. 251721 
MURPHY & EVERTZ LLP 
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 550 
Costa Mesa, California 92626 
Telephone No.: 714.277.1700 
Fax No.: 714.277.1777 
Email: jmurphy@murphyevertz.com

devertz@murphyevertz.com
emadueno@murphyevertz.com

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER 
DISTRICT

Scott S. Slater, Esq. 
Amy M. Steinfeld, Esq. 
Elisabeth L. Esposito, Esq. 
Kimberly E. Leefatt, Esq. 
Robert J. Saperstein, Esq. 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
Tel.: (805) 963-7000 
Fax: (805) 965-4333 
Email: SSlater@bhfs.com; 
ASteinfeld@bhfs.com; EEsposito@bhfs.com;
KLeefatt@bhfs.com; rsaperstein@bhfs.com

Attorneys for Petitioners and Plaintiffs 
MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC; PAUL G. 
NUGENT AND MARY E. NUGENT, 
TRUSTEES OF THE NUGENT FAMILY 
TRUST DATED JUNE 20, 2011 

Wayne Keith Lemieux, Jr. 
Michael Linden 
Alex Lemieux 
Aleshire& Wynder LLP 
2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 226 
Westlake Village, CA 91361-2755 
Tel.: (805) 495-4770 
Fax: (805) 495-2787 
Email: klemieux@awattorneys.com
mlinden@awattorneys.com; 
alemieux@awattorneys.com

Attorneys for Respondents and Defendants 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY; BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE INDIAN WELLS 
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
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Phillip Hall, Esq. 
Kern County Office of County Counsel 
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 4th Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 
Tel.: (661) 868-3826 
Fax: (661) 868-3809 
Email: phall@kerncounty.com 

Attorneys for Respondents and Defendants 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY; BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE INDIAN WELLS 
VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

Eric L. Garner, Esq. 
Jeffrey V. Dunn, Esq. 
Wendy Y. Wang, Esq. 
Sarah Christopher Foley, Esq. 
Amanda K. Wells, Esq. 
Katrina L. Wraight, Esq. 
Best & Krieger LLP 
18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000 
Irvine, CA 92612 
Tel.: (949) 263-2600 
Fax: (949) 260-0972 
Email: eric.garner@bbklaw.com;
jeffrey.dunn@bbklaw.com; 
wendy.wang@bbklaw.com; 
sarah.foley@bbklaw.com; 
amanda.wells@bbklaw.com; 
katrina.wraight@bbklaw.com

Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff 
SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC.
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