
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING REPORT 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2015 – 3:00 P.M. 
 

BOARD ROOM 
500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

Attendees:  Leroy Corlett, Chuck Cordell, Don Zdeba, Jennifer Keep, Jason Lillion, Renée 
Morquecho, and Rose Koch 
 
1. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.   
 
2. Committee/Public Comments 
 

Leroy Corlett commented that the District’s demonstration garden was looking ‘shabby’ 
especially on the south side.  There are no woodchips and plants where there have been in 
the past and that it is lacking color.  It is not a good example of a demonstration garden. 
 
Jennifer Keep read a customer’s letter thanking staff for calling and notifying her of a 
possible leak.  A running toilet was the cause of the escalated water usage. 
 
Leroy Corlett also commented that the District’s Ad-HOC Committee meeting with the 
City need to inquire whether the City’s Abatement Officer could assist the District with 
enforcing Ordinance No. 93. 

 
3. Water Conservation 
 
 Jennifer Keep reported on the following: 

 Cash for Grass – The notices to customers announcing the Cash for Grass Program 
will be mailed next week.  Notices will include how to participate in the program, 
date application is due, and the date of the drawing. 

 Facebook and Twitter – The District now has a Facebook page and Twitter account. 
 There were seven water waste reports. 
 Conservation Advertising – Staff is working on print ads.  The ad for KZGN was 

presented.  KZGN will assist staff with a five-minute documentary on where our 
water comes from and what it takes to get to our customers. 

 Ridgecrest Regional Hospital had asked District staff to write a water conservation 
article for their Outlook Magazine.  This has been completed and submitted. 

 
4. Emergency Water Conservation Regulation 
 

Don Zdeba reported that on March 17th the State Water Resources Control Board adopted 
an expanded emergency regulation to safeguard the State’s remaining water supplies.  
This is the fourth year of severe drought.  The water conservation emergency regulation 
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was first adopted in July 2014.  The State Water Board strongly encourages water 
suppliers to do much more than the minimum required by the regulation.  The expanded 
emergency regulation incorporates lessons learned from implementation of the 
emergency regulation approved in 2014 and feedback from urban water suppliers and the 
public.  All Californian’s are now prohibited from: 
 Washing down sidewalks and driveways; 
 Watering outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes excess runoff; 
 Washing a motor vehicle with a hose, unless the hose is fitted with a shut-off nozzle; 
 Operating a fountain or decorative water feature, unless the water is part of a 

recirculating system; and 
 Irrigating turf or ornamental landscapes during and 48 hours following measurable 

precipitation (new). 
Prohibitions affecting commercial businesses include (New): 
 Restaurants and other food service establishments can only serve water to customers 

on request; and 
 Operators of hotels and motels must provide guests with the option of choosing not to 

have towels and linens laundered daily and prominently display notice of this option. 
 
Water Agency Requirements 
 
Urban water suppliers must now limit the number of days per week that customers can 
irrigate outdoors.  The limit must either be specified in their drought contingency plans; 
or if their plan contains no specific limit, irrigation is limited to no more than two days 
per week. 
 
Water agencies will also be required to notify customers when they are aware of leaks 
that are within the customer’s control.  Finally, monthly reporting requirements will be 
expanded to include the limit on days for outdoor irrigation and a description of 
compliance and enforcement efforts. 
 
Local agencies can fine property owners up to $500 a day for failure to implement 
conservation requirements and the State Water Board can issue cease and desist orders 
against water agencies that don’t impose mandatory conservation measures upon their 
retail customers.  Water agencies that violate cease and desist orders are subject to civil 
liability of up to $10,000 a day. 
 
Following Board adoption, the regulation will be submitted to the Office of 
Administrative Law, which has 10 days to approve or deny the regulation.  If approved 
by the Office of Administrative Law, the regulation will take effect immediately and 
remain in effect for 270 days from that date. 
    
 
Staff proposed even number addresses only water on even number days and odd number 
addresses only water on odd number days effective May 1, 2015. 
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Public Judie Decker recommended changing Ordinance No. 93 Mandatory Measures for 
prohibiting landscape irrigating between the hours of 8:00 AM and 8:00 PM to begin on 
April 1st rather than May 1st. 
 
Committee recommended amending Ordinance No. 93 to include the following: 
 Even number addresses are permitted to irrigate landscape on even number days 

of the month. 
 Odd number addresses are permitted to irrigate landscape on odd number days of 

the month. 
 Irrigating turf or ornamental landscapes is prohibited during the 48 hours 

following measurable precipitation. 
 Restaurants and other food service establishments may only serve water to 

customers on request; and 
 Operators of hotels and motels must provide guests with the option of choosing 

not to have towels and linens laundered daily and prominently display notice of 
this option. 

 
Committee also recommended changing Ordinance No. 93 Mandatory Measures for 
prohibiting landscape irrigating between the hours of 8:00 AM and 8:00 PM to begin on 
April 1st rather than May 1st. 
 
To alert customers of the new emergency drought water conservation measures, staff 
recommended adding the mandatory measures to the Cash for Grass notices. 

 
5. Future Agenda Items 

 
None. 
 

6. Adjournment 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c: Board   Management  Committee Binder  Koch 


