
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY ACT COMMITTEE  

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2017 – 2:00 P.M. 
 

BOARD ROOM 
500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

 
Attendees: Peter Brown, Chuck Griffin, Don Zdeba, Renée Morquecho, Jennifer Keep, and Jason Lillion 

Teleconferencing in was Indian Wells Valley Water District’s attorney James Worth 
 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 2:01 p.m. 

 
2. Committee/Public Comments 

None. 
 

3. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 
James Worth said that the scheduling for the IWVGA Workshop is in the making.  It is 
unsure if the IWVGA Workshop will take place before the April 20th meeting, in lieu of the 
meeting or after the meeting on April 20th.  IWVGA Board and staff are aiming for an 
evening workshop. 
 
The Request for Proposals (RFP) for a Water Resources Manager for the IWVGA were sent 
to 16 individuals, the deadline for turning in the RFPs is unknown at this time.   
 
Chuck Griffin has not been involved with the email correspondence between the IWVGA 
Board and staff members.  James Worth will try and resolve this issue. 
 
Stan Rajtora asked for clarification on Phillip Hall’s comment at the March 16th IWVGA 
Board meeting regarding all agencies being liable if the GSA were to face a lawsuit.  James 
Worth stated the Joint Power Agreement defines how the IWVGA will conduct business.  
That is the governing document, regardless of Mr. Rjatora’s understanding of Mr. Hall’s 
statement.  It was recommended that Mr. Rajtora directly ask Phillip Hall for clarification.  
 
Stan Rajtora expressed concern that section 3.8 of the Bylaws should also be included in the 
workshop discussion along with Article 5 due to the two sections tying into one another. 
 
James Worth has yet to have time to speak with legal counsel as to why Inyo County’s Board 
representative and alternate both sat in on closed session of the February 16, 2017 IWVGA 
Board Meeting.    
 

4. Water Conservation 
Jennifer Keep reported on the Water District’s conservation efforts stating that the Cash for 
Grass project is still in effect and the Water District is still receiving applications.  
Consultations have been scheduled with a Water District XERIC© Ambassador for 
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xeriscape. March had limited water waste restrictions resulting in minimal waste reports.  
Walmart has been approved for a temporary watering variance until the end of April.  The 
store is not able to sign off on their project until everything is deemed complete by the 
California EPA, which requires Walmart to have the ground covered at least 70% with new 
plants.  In the variance it was specified that the store cannot have any runoff, the store must 
maintain the 8 p.m. – 8 a.m. water restrictions, and the store must keep their watering times 
restricted.  The bill message for April will include the watering restriction schedule effective 
April 1st.  There will be an ad in the East Kern edition of the Daily Independent and also a 
radio ad on KSSI. Both ads will focus on the watering restrictions.  The billboard contest is 
progressing.  The contest consisted of local 3rd graders drawing ads for conservation.  The 
billboard unveiling will be on April 26th.  
 
Don Zdeba added that the AMI project is going well and every morning a report is produced 
for “potential leaks”.  The other day a past co-worker of Mr. Zdeba had popped up on the 
potential leak list and Mr. Zdeba contacted him. The customer searched his home for leaks 
and used dye tabs in his toilet to discover he had a leaky toilet valve.   
 
Stan Rajtora commented that on numerous occasions he was approached by public stating 
that the Water District wasn’t charging enough for water, to which staff advised Mr. Rajtora 
to refer the public to call the Water District.  
 
Donna Hocker asked if the rate payers would end up paying for the funding of the GSA.  To 
which staff answered yes.  Ms. Hocker commented that if the City also starts taxing rate 
payers for funding of the GSA and the Water District includes a charge on their bills then it 
should just be one tax.  Possibly there should be a single fee from Kern County instead of a 
couple different taxes.  
 

5. Future Agenda Items 
None. 
 

6. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:09 p.m. 


