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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ADJUDICATION 

 
What is a Comprehensive Adjudication and why was it filed? 
 
The Indian Wells Valley Water District (“District”) has filed a water rights lawsuit to resolve the 
long-standing conditions in the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin (“Basin”) where water 
use has exceeded groundwater supply for years.  This lawsuit is referred to as a “comprehensive 
adjudication” and should determine the water rights and quantities of all groundwater pumpers in 
the Basin.  The District’s Board of Directors (“Board”) believes this action by the District is 
necessary to protect and conserve the limited water supply that is vital to the public health, 
safety, and welfare of all persons and entities in the Basin. 
 
Approximately 301,000 of the 382,000 acres of land overlying the Basin are federal property 
managed by Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake, the Bureau of Land Management, and the 
Forest Service.  Water rights of the federal government are beyond the jurisdiction of the State to 
regulate.  Under applicable law, the federal government may only participate in a water rights 
lawsuit if such a case is considered to be a “comprehensive adjudication” involving all 
stakeholders/pumpers in the Basin.  The District has therefore taken the necessary action of filing 
a comprehensive adjudication. 
 
The District filed this action on behalf of the District and not as a member of the Indian Wells 
Valley Groundwater Authority (“Authority”) that was formed pursuant to the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act and that developed and adopted what is called the “Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan” or “GSP” in January 2020. 
 
The lawsuit is entitled Indian Wells Valley Water District v.  All Persons Who Claim A Right to 
Extract Groundwater In The Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin No. 6-54 Whether Based 
On Appropriation, Overlying Right, Or Other Basis Of Right, And/Or Who Claim A Right To 
Use Storage Space In the Basin, Et Al.  The Comprehensive Adjudication was filed under 
California’s Comprehensive Groundwater Adjudication Statute (Code of Civil Procedure 
sections 830, et seq.) which grants the court the power to declare the groundwater rights of all 
persons who pump or store groundwater in the Basin, including the priority, amount, purposes of 
use, extraction location, place of use of the water, and use of storage space in the Basin, together 
with appropriate injunctive relief, subject to terms adopted by the court to implement a physical 
solution.  (Code Civ. Proc., § 834.) 
 
Under the Comprehensive Adjudication Statute, cases such as this cannot be heard in a Superior 
Court of a county that overlies any portion of the Basin.  The Comprehensive Adjudication is 
now pending in the Orange County Superior Court before the Honorable Kirk Nakamura as Case 
Number 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC. 
 
Who Can Participate in the Comprehensive Adjudication? 
 
Any person who holds fee simple ownership in a parcel in the Basin, or extracts or stores water 
in the Basin, may participate in the comprehensive adjudication. The District will be serving the 



 

{00198169.1 } Page 2 of 2 
 

owners of real property overlying the Basin based upon information provided by the relevant 
Assessor’s offices.  Based upon the information received, and following approval from the court, 
the District will be mailing by registered mail or certified mail, return receipt requested, copies 
of the Complaint and a court-approved Notice and Form Answer to all fee title owners of real 
property in the Basin.  The District will also arrange for the Notice to be published at least once 
per week for four consecutive weeks in a newspaper to be approved by the court.  
 
A link to relevant documents filed with the court will be available at the Important 
Documents section of this website. 
 
Will I be Required to Produce any Records in Connection with My Pumping in the Basin? 
 
Participation in the comprehensive adjudication will require you to produce information 
regarding your groundwater pumping in the Basin, if any.  More information will be forthcoming 
on what information must be provided and when. 
 
Do I Need to Participate in the Comprehensive Adjudication if I Get My Water from the 
District? 
 
If you currently get your water from the District, that will not change.  You will continue to get 
your water from the District, and you do not need to appear in the comprehensive adjudication 
for District service to continue.  
 
How Do I Appear in the Comprehensive Adjudication? 
 
Persons who claim rights to pump or store groundwater within the Basin, either now or in the 
future, may become a party to the lawsuit by filing an answer to the lawsuit on or before the 
deadline to be specified in a court-approved notice.  Persons may file an answer by completing a 
form answer that will be approved by the court, filing it with the Court, and sending a copy of 
the answer to the District and its attorney.  Once approved by the court, the form answer will be 
available at the Important Documents section of this website. 
 
What are Upcoming Court Dates? 
 
The District has filed a motion to have the court approve a notice of commencement of the 
action, together with a form answer that may be used by all parties.  That hearing is set for 
August 19, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. in Department CX103 of the Orange County Superior Court, 
before the Honorable Kirk Nakamura. 
 
The District will update this page and provide new information as it becomes available.   
 

https://www.iwvwd.com/documents/

