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TODD KIM
Assistant Attorney General
Environment and Natural Resources Division

DAVID W. GEHLERT (Colo. Bar No. 21852)
Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice
Environment and Natural Resources Division
Natural Resources Section

099 18th Street, South Terrace, Suite 370
Denver, CO 80202

Telephone: (303) 8§44-1364

Email; David.Gehlert@usdoj.gov

JUDITH E. COLEMAN (Cal. Bar No, 250123)

ALEXA V. PENALOSA (Ariz, Bar No. 038005}

Attorneys, U.S. Department of Justice

Environment and Natural Resources Division

Natural Resources Section

P.O. Box 7611

Washington, D.C. 20044-7611

Telephone: (202) 514-3553; (202) 305-0492

Email: Judith.Coleman@usdoj.gov
Alexa,Penalosa@usdoj.gov

Attorneys for United States of America

SUPERIOR COURT OF
COUNTY OF OR.EJQ“FORN'A

JAN 08 2025

DAVID M. YAMASAKI, Clark of the Court

By,

DEPUTY

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE, CIVIL COMPLEX CENTER

MOJAVE PISTACHIOS, LLC; et al., Plaintiffs,

v,

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER
DISTRICT; et al., Defendants.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER
DISTRICT, Cross-Complainant,

V.

ALL PERSONS WHO CLAIM A RIGHT TO
EXTRACT GROUNDWATER, et al., Cross-
Defendants.

SEARLES VALLEY MINERALS INC,, Cross-
Complainant,

V.

ALL PERSONS WHO CLAIM A RIGHT TO
EXTRACT GROUNDWATER, et al., Cross-
Defendants.

Case No. 30-2021-01187275-CU-OR-CJC
Related to: 30-2021-01187589-CU-WM-CXC;
30-2021-01188089-CU-WM-CXC

Assigned For All Purposes To:
The Hon, William D, Claster, Dept, CX101

fRROPOSEDT CASE MANAGEMENT
ORDER RE: PHASE 2 TRIAL

Action Filed: November 19, 2019
Phase 2 Trial Date: March 30, 2026

[PROPOSED] CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER RE: PHASE 2 TRIAL
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CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER

RE: PHASE 2 TRIAL

At the October 2, 2024 Status Conference, this Court reviewed schedule proposals for a

Phase 2 trial. After discussion with the parties, the Court ordered that it will adopt the United

States’ proposed schedule and directed the United States to confer with the parties and submit a

proposed order to the Court no later than October 18, 2024,

The deadlines and scheduled dates for the Phase 2 Trial shall be as follows:

(1)

Notice of Intention to Participate: The deadline for all parties

intending to participate in the Phase 2 Trial to file and e-serve
a Notice of Intention to Participate in Phase 2 Trial so as to
provide notice of that intention. The Notice of Intention to
Particiﬁate in Phase 2 Trial should, to the greatest extent
possible, indicate the scope of the party’s intended participation

in the Phase 2 Trial.

January 17,
2025

(2)

Model Disclosure: The deadline for all parties to disclose any

models that the party intends to use to present evidence at the

Phase 2 Trial.

February 20, 2025

3)

Expert Disclosures: The deadline for all parties to e-serve

written disclosures of the identity of all experts that may be
used to present evidence at the Phase 2 Trial, except for any
expert intended to be used solely for purposes of impeachient
or rebuttal, pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 843,

subdivisions (a) and (d). The disclosure shall include a

May 30, 2025
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summary of the subject matter on which the expert witness is

expected to present evidence.

*)

Exchange of Expett Reports: The deadline for all parties to

electronically exchange all expert reports and other documents
and information for the Phase 2 Trial, except for any expert
intended to be used solely for purposes of impeachment or
rebuttal, pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 843,

subdivision (b).

June 13, 2025

(5)

Meet and Confer re: Non-Expert Witnesses: Following receipt

of the expert reports, the parties shall meet and confer to see if
stipulations can be reached regarding the necessity of and
scope of non-expert testimony. Should the parties agree that
non-expert testimony is needed, a deadline for disclosure of

non-experts will be set by agreement.

June 13 — June 17,
2025

(6)

Discovery Opens

June 27, 2025

(7

Responsive Reports: The deadline for all parties to

electronically exchange all expert reports done in response to

another parties’ expert report.

September 5, 2025

®

Depositions: The targeted period for all parties to complete
depositions of all disclosed experts and non-expert witnesses

for the Phase 2 Trial.

September 15 —
December 12, 2025

®)

Discovery Closes: The deadline for all parties to complete

discovery for the Phase 2 Trial. The lack of a deadline for

motions relating to non-expert and expert discovery herein

December 12, 2025
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does not preclude any party from bringing any discovery

motions, as needed,

(10)

Dispositive Motions and Motions in Limine: The deadline for

all parties to file and e-serve any dispositive motions or

motions in limine for the Phase 2 Trial.

December 19, 2025

(11

Oppositions to Motions: The deadline to file and e-serve any

oppositions to any dispositive motions and motions in limine

for the Phase 2 Trial,

January 12, 2026

(12)

Replies ISO Dispositive Motions and Motions in Limine; The

deadline to file and e-serve any reply briefs in support of any

dispositive motions or motions in limine for the Phase 2 Trial.

January 26, 2026

(13)

Motions in Limine Notebook: The deadline to deliver to the

Clerk in Department CX101 a Motions in Limine Notebook
for all opposed motions in limine for the Phase 2 Trial,
pursuant to Orange County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule
317.C. A thumb drive containing the contents of the Motions
in Limine Notebook may be submitted in lieu of a hard copy.
Defendant, Cross-Complainant, and Cross-Defendant Indian
Wells Valley Water District (“District”) to take the lead on

submittal of the Motions in Limine Notebook.

January 28, 2026

(14)

Date Reserved for Hearing on Motions: The date reserved for

hearing any dispositive motions or motions in limine for the

Phase 2 Trial,

February 4, 2026
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(15)

Pre-Trial Conference: The date set for the Pre-Trial

Conterence with the Court to check in for the Phase 2 Trial,
To be heard at the same time as the hearing on any motions in

limine for the Phase 2 Trial,

February 4, 2026

(16)

Exchange Trial Documents: The deadline for all parties to

electronically exchange before the Issue Conference all trial
documents for the Phase 2 Trial, including exhibits, exhibit
lists, and witness lists, but not including any trial briefs (to be
exchanged subsequently) or motions in limine (to be

exchanged previously).

March 6, 2026

7

Issue Conference: The deadline for the parties to hold an Issue

Conference for the Phase 2 Trial, pursuant to Orange County

Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 317.A,

March 6, 2026

(18)

Trial Briefs: The deadline for all parties to file and e-serve any

trial briefs for the Phase 2 Trial.

March 20, 2026

(19)

Statement of Compliance: The deadline to file a Statement of

Compliance for the Phase 2 Trial, pursuant to Orange County

Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 317.A,

March 23, 2026

(20)

Joint Trial Notebook: The deadline to deliver to the Clerk in

Department CX101 a Joint Trial Notebook for the Phase 2
Trial, including copies of operative pleadings, joint witness
list, joint exhibit list, and trial briefs, but not including any
motions in limine (to be filed, delivered, and heard previously),
pursuant to Orange County Superior Court Local Rules, Rule

317.B. A thumb drive containing the contents of the Joint Trial

March 23, 2026
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Notebook may be submitted in lieu of a hard copy. The
District to take the lead on submittal of the Joint Trial
Notebook and the electronic filing of all joint trial documents

pursuant to Rule 317.B.

21)

M =
Joint Exhibit Notebooks: The deadline to deliver to the Clerk archi30,.2026

in Department CX101 two complete sets of Joint Exhibit
Notebooks for the Phase 2 Trial, pursuant to Orange County
Superior Court Local Rules, Rule 317.C. A thumb drive
containing the contents of the Joint Exhibit Notebooks may be

submitted in lieu of a hard copy.

(22)

' , . March 30, 202
Phase 2 Trial: A phase two bench trial with a fifteen court-day ae e

estimate to determine safe yield.

Dated:

IT IS SO ORDERED.

|-R-25 WL— ) C et

The Honorable William Claster

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Symone Hetzel, declare I am over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within
action. [ am a resident of or employed in the county where the service described below occurred.
My business address is 999 18th St., South Terrace, Ste. 370, Denver, Colorado 80202,

On October 18, 2024, T served [PROPOSED] CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER RE:
PHASE 2 TRIAL on all inferested parties in this action by uploading to the Case Anywhere

website pursuant to the Court Order Authorizing Electronic Service, dated December 2, 2022.

SEE ATTACHED CASE ANYWHERE SERVICE LIST

1 declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above

is true and correct. Executed on October 18, 2024, at Denver, CQO.

/s Symaone S. Fetzel
Symone Hetzel
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Case Anywhere Electronic Service List

Case Name: Mojave Pistachios, LLC, et al. v. Indian Wells Valley Water District, et al.
Case Info: 30-2021-01187275 and Related Cases, Orange County Superior Court

Aleshire & Wynder LLP

Michael Linden, Esq. (mlinden@awattorneys.com),
244G Tulare Street, Suite 410

i Fresno, CA 93721

i Phone: {559) 445-1580

Fax: (b59) 486-1568

Representing:
- City of Ridgecrest

Aleshire & Wynder LLP

Alex Lemieux, Esq. (alemieux@awattorneys.com)
. Keith Lemieux, Esq. (klemieux@awattorneys.com),
. 2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 228
- Westlake Village, CA 91361
- Phone: (805) 495-4770
i Fax: [805) 495-2787

I Representing:
+ City of Ridgecrest

-~ Arnold LaRochelle Mathews VanConas & Zirbel LLP
- Gary Arnold, Esq. {garnold@atozlaw.com)

: 300 Esplanade Drive, Suite 2100

Oxnard, CA 93036

Phone; (805) 988-0886

Fax; (805) 988-1937

Representing:
Little Lake Ranch, Inc.

Best Best & Krieger LLP
Eric Garner, Esq. [eric.garner@bbklaw.com),
! Wendy Wang, Esq. {wendy.wang@bbklaw.com),
i 300 8, Grand Avenue, Suite 2500
' Los Angeles, CA 20071
Phone: {213) 617-8100
Fax: (213) 617-7480

Representing:
Searies Valley Minerals Inc.




' Best Best & Krieger LLP
i Jeffrey Dunn, Esq. (jeffrey.dunn@bbklaw.com)
| 18101 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 1000

L lrvine, CA 92614
Phone: (949) 263-2600

Representing:
Searies Valley Minerals Inc.

Best Best & Krieger LLP
. Alison Toivaola, Esq. (alisontoivola@bbldaw.com),
- 360 SW Bond Street, Suite 400
- Bend, OR 97702

Phone: {41) 382-2011
 Fax; (b41) 388-5410

Representing:
| Searles Valley Minerals Inc.

' Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP

. Elisabeth Esposito, Esq. (cesposito@bhis.com)
Robert Saperstein, Esg. {saperstein@bhfs.com)

© Scott Slater, Esq. (sslater@bhfs.com),

Amy Steinfeld, Esq. (asteinfeld@bhfs.com),

1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor

Santa Barbara, CA 93101

Phone: (805) 963-7000

Fax: (805) 965-4333

i Representing:

- Inyokern Community Services District

' John Thomas Conaway

- John Thomas Conaway Living Trust u/d/ft August 7, 2008
P John Themas Conaway Trust

| Mojave Pistachios, LLC

Nugent Family Trust

Paui G. Nugent and Mary E. Nugent, Trustees of the Nugent Family Trust dated June 2C, 2011
Sierra Shadows Ranch LP

City of Los Angeles - DWP

Nick Karno, Esg. (nick.karno@ladwp.com),
Melanie Tory, Esq. [melanietory@ladwp.com)
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 1000

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: {213) 367-4500

Fax: (213) 367-4588

; Representing:
‘ The City of Los Angeles, acting by and through its Department of Water and Power




Department of Justice - ENRD/Natural Resources Section
! udith Coleman, Esg. {judith.coleman@usdoj.gov),
i Alexa Penalosa, Esq. (alexa.penalosaf@usdoj.gov),
PO Box 7611

Washington, DC 20044
Phone: (202)-514-3553

Representing:
United States of America

Department of Justice - ENRD/Natural Resources Section
David Gehlert, Esq. {david.oehlert@usdoj,aov),
999 18th Street ~ South Terrace, Suite 370

Denver, CO 80202
Phone: (303) 884-1381

- Representing:
. United States of America

A AR A P Y

' Fennemore LLP

" Derek Hoffman, Esq. (dhoffman@fennemorelaw.com)
~ Darlen Key, Esq. (dkey@fennemorelaw.com).

8080 North Palm Avenue, Third Floor

Fresno, CA 93711

Phone: (559) 432-4500

Fax: (559) 432-4590

Representing:

| Big Horn Fields, LLC

' Brown Road Fields, LL.C

- Highway 395 Fields, LLC

i Meadowbrook Dairy Real Estate, LLC

The Meadowbraok Mutual Water Company

Fennemore LLP
Sean Hood, Esq. (shood@fennemorelaw.com)
2394 Camelback Road, Suite 600

Phoenix, AZ 85016

. Phone: (602) 916-5000

- Fax: {602) 916-5999

i Representing:

Big Horn Fields, L.LC

Brown Road Fields, LLC

| Highway 395 Fields, LLC

| Meadowbrook Dairy Real Estate, LLC

The Meadowhbrocok Mutual Water Company




Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell, LLP
Daniel Quinley, Esq. [dauinley@imbm.com),
Kerry Shapira, Esq. {kshapiro@imbm.com)

Two Embarcadero Center, Fifth Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111

- Phone: {415) 398-8080
© Fax: {(415) 398-5584

Law Offices of Young Wooldridge, LLP

indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

Representing:
Robertson's Ready Mix Concrete, Inc.

Kern County Counsel
Fhillip Hall, Esq. (phall@kerncounty.com),
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 4th Floor
Bakersfield, CA 93301

_ Phone: (661} 868-3826

Fax: (6G1) 868-3809

Representing:
Board of Directors of the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

- Brett Stroud, Esq. [bstroud@youngwooldridge.com)

1800 301th Street, 4th Floor

- Bakerstield, CA 93301
. Phone: {661) 327-9661

' LeBeau Thelen LLP

i BT-OH, LLC

Fax: (661) 327-0720

Representing:

. Robert Kuhs, Esq. (rkuhs@lebeauthelen.com)
. B0OO1 E, Commercenter Dr., Suite 300

Dwight E. Stiehl

| Bakersfield, CA 93309

Phone: (661) 325-8962

Fax: (661) 325-1127
Representing:

Granite Construction Company

Manning & Kass, Eflrod, Ramirez, Trester, LLP

Steven Delateur, Esq. [sdl@manninglip.com)
695 Town Center Drive, Suite 400

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Phone: (949) 440-6690

. Fax: (949) 474-6991

Representing:




McMurtrey, Hartsock, Worth & St. Lawrence

| James Worth, Esq. (jim@mhwslegal.com)

i
|
|
t

I 2001 22nd Street, Suite 100
I Bakersfield, CA 93301

. Phone: (661) 322-4417

- Fax: (661) 322-8123

| Representing:
2 Indian Wells Valley Water District

" Indian Wells Valley Water District

Murphy & Evertz LLP

Douglas Evertz, Esqg. [devertz@murphyevertz.com),
Emily Madueno, Esq. (emaduene@murphyevertz.com)
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 550

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

. Phone: (714) 277-1700
Fax: (714) 277-1777

Representing:

Office of the Attorney General

Rob Bonta, Esq. {rob.bonta@doj.ca.gov),
Noah Golden-Krasner, Esq. (noah.goldenkrasner@doj.ca.gov)

i 300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702
~ Los Angeles, CA 90013

Phone: (213) 269-6333
Fax: (213) 897-2802

Representing:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California Department of Parks and Recreation

Ossentjuk & Botti

' David Ossentjuk, Esq. [dossentjuk@oandblawyers.com)

2815 Townsgate Road, Suite 320
Westlake Village, CA 91361
Phone: {B0b) 557-8081

Fax: (80B) 456-7884

Representing:
Ridgecrest Mobhile Home Estates, LL.C




Richards, Watson & Gershon

I Kyle Brochard, Esq. (kbrochard@rwolaw.com)
¢ B. Tilden Kim, Esq. (tkim@rwolaw.com),

James Markman, Esq. [jmarkman@rwglaw.com),
Jacob Metz, Esq. [jmetz@rwglaw.com),

i 350 South Grand Avenue, 37th Floor
' Los Angeles, CA 90071

Phone: (213) 626-8484

| Fax: (213) 626-0078

Representing;
i Board of Directors of the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

SSL Law Firm, LLP
Zachary Walton, Esq. (zack@ssllawficm,.com)
505 Montgomery Street, Suite 620

| San Francisco, CA 94111

| Phone: (415) 814-6400
. Fax: {415) 814-6401

 Representing:

The Service List is compiled from information provided to Case Anywhere and is no

California Water Service Company

for accuracy.

t independently reviewed

Only attorneys are listed. Other authorized users may also receive case notifications by email.
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