BOARD OF DIRECTORS
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY ACT COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2017 – 2:00 P.M.
BOARD ROOM
500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST
Attendees: Peter Brown, Chuck Griffin, Don Zdeba, Renée Morquecho, and Jennifer Keep
Teleconferencing in was Indian Wells Valley Water District’s attorney James Worth

1.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:03 p.m.

2.

Committee/Public Comments
Public making comment was Stan Rajtora who asked if an item could be put on the next
IWVGA Board meeting to hire a hydrogeologist to sit on the Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC).
Peter Brown expressed that he believed the existing TAC with the Indian Wells Valley
Cooperative Groundwater Management Group would become the new IWVGA TAC.
Judie Decker asked what the criteria was for whom the Board picks as a representative on
the committees. Peter Brown replied that it would be up for discussion after the first round
of applications was received.
Chuck Griffin expressed concern about who would be approving the applications and what
the process would be. Mr. Griffin hopes that the Water District would have some say in who
is picked for the positions.
Peter Brown stated after the Bylaws are established that the lawyers should step way back
and allow the committees and Board to function. Peter Brown showed favor of the Board
reviewing the Bylaws annually, as did several public members.
Patricia Farris also expressed concern that the criteria for the PAC members was not
established prior to accepting applications. Ms. Farris asked why no applications for the
TAC were available. Don Zdeba clarified that a TAC application will be developed.
Peter Brown stated that it has been decided that the IWVGA TAC will be an open meeting in
accordance with the Brown Act.
Sophia Merk submitted a letter for the record which will be attached.
Jeanette Francis asked for clarification on the criteria for the PAC, how she would apply,
what the description of the job is, and what the process is. Mr. Brown answered that to his
understanding it will be published in the newspaper. Don Zdeba commented that the
responsibilities will be in the Bylaws which have already been approved with the exclusion
of Article 5. James Worth added that a lot of the criteria will be contained within the
application.
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3.

Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority
Chuck Griffin was concerned that Eastern Kern Resource Conservation District (EKCRCD)
was not appointed last night. Mr. Griffin thought that EKCRCD and Searles Valley were
going to be appointed. Agricultural needs to be defined in terms of “large” and “small.”
Stan Rajtora submitted a redline version of the Bylaws, as well as a list of the key issues with
the Bylaws. Documents will be attached.
Mike Neel asked that the Board read Stan Rajtora’s comment sheet. Mr. Neel also stated
that if there is another Workshop that different approaches be taken. That public be allowed
to speak for as long as needed without pressure from the facilitator. Several of the public
members agreed with Mr. Neel’s statement and felt it was handled unfairly.
Patricia Farris asked for the record to show that there were a lot of concessions made for
everyone at last night’s Workshop. Ms. Farris also doesn’t think that the Bylaws should be
vague at all because it is setting something in motion. It’s best to iron things out now before
going further.
James Worth stated that the Board reached out to Meadowbrook and Mojave Pistachio and
feels that there should be a lot more stakeholder relationships such as that.
Sophia Merk commented that she felt that the recount of last night’s workshop, which was
done by staff regarding the public’s concerns that were mentioned, did not reflect all that
was said by public.

4.

Water Conservation
Jennifer Keep reported on the Water District’s conservation efforts stating that there have
been seven more leak reports received, seven contacts were made which concluded in two
formal warning actions sent and two penalty fees being issued. The Cash for Grass program
is still in effect and 93 yards have been converted. There are 21 pending applications, and 45
yards were approved to stop watering.
There are three Water District XERIC© Ambassador consultations that we have been
received and successfully processed. Last month, the District decided to send new applicants
a packet which they are able to go through and then contact the District to schedule a
consultation with a XERIC© Ambassador.
Peter Brown suggested in the future the Water District look into Smart Timers for irrigation.

5.

Future Agenda Items
None.

6.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

