
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY ACT COMMITTEE  

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2017 – 2:00 P.M. 
 

BOARD ROOM 
500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

 
Attendees: Peter Brown, Chuck Cordell, Don Zdeba, Renée Morquecho, and Jennifer Keep 

Teleconferencing in was Indian Wells Valley Water District’s attorney James Worth 
 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 

 
2. Committee/Public Comments 

None. 
 

3. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 
Don Zdeba updated the committee with key points from the first IWVGA Policy Advisory 
Committee (PAC) meeting, noting the following: 
 Donna Thomas, EKCRCD, was elected as Chairperson and Steve Godard, Searles 

Valley Minerals, as Vice-chair for the PAC. 
 Chairperson Thomas will be taking the matter of Disadvantaged Community 

representation to her Board at the July 5th meeting. 
 Discussion of Lorelei Oviatt and her office to be appointed as the PAC Secretary. 
 Key points of the Brown Act and the importance that PAC members familiarize 

themselves with it. 
 Form 700 is required for voting members of the PAC, however this does not apply to 

non-voting members.  Form 700s are due thirty days from June 29, 2017. 
 Ethics training is a requirement for PAC members and must be completed within one 

year. Kern County has training scheduled in Bakersfield on Friday, August 11th, 9:30 
a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Training will be made available remotely.  Training is also 
available online. 

 Meeting dates were discussed and is was agreed two meetings should be held in both 
July and August in an effort to submit the Prop. 1 funding applications.  A poll will 
be taken to determine the most convenient dates for future meetings. 

 Alternate members for the PAC were discussed, however according to the Bylaws 
there cannot be alternates.  Attendance is mandatory to be represented.  This issue to 
be revisited in six months.  

 Tasks appointed by the IWVGA Board were discussed. 
 Discussion about the IWVGA Board having a Special Meeting between now and 

August in an effort to address the urgency to submit funding applications. 
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Stan Rajtora added that it was also discussed that the Water Resources Manager (WRM) 
would be picked before the PAC or the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) would have 
any input on the selection. 
 

4. Water Conservation 
Ms. Keep reported on the Water District’s conservation efforts stating that for the month of 
June there were seven leak reports received.  Seven contacts were made which did not result 
in any formal warnings nor fees.  The total for notices in 2017 thus far is 44.  The Cash for 
Grass program is still in effect and 106 yards have been converted which potentially adds up 
to 20.5 acre-feet of water saved.  Three applications are pending, eighty-one applications 
have been withdrawn, and there are twenty-seven yards that have been approved to stop 
watering.  There have been no consultations scheduled with a Water District XERIC© 
Ambassador and no other consultations are currently pending.   
 
Peter Brown asked that staff research smart meters and a smart app to allow the public to 
quickly submit a water waste report to the Indian Wells Valley Water District.  Mr. Brown 
also suggested a workshop or some way of educating the public on how to conserve water, 
but also inform them that they are still allowed to water to maintain landscaping, particularly 
trees. 
 

5. Future Agenda Items 
Smart meters. 
 

6. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 


