
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 

WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

MEETING MINUTES 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022 – 2:00 P.M. 

 

BOARD ROOM 

500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

 
Attendees: Chuck Griffin, Stan Rajtora, Don Zdeba, Jason Lillion, Ty Staheli, and Renée Morquecho 

 

1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.  

 

2. Committee/Public Comments 

None. 

 

3. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority  

Director Rajtora reported on the August 10, 2022, Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 

Authority (IWVGA) Regular Board meeting and actions taken: 

➢ Stetson was authorized to prepare a water recycling Title 16 Feasibility Study for the 

Bureau of Reclamation which is basically reformatting the existing report that the 

Indian Wells Valley Water District’s (IWVWD) has been involved in previously. 

There are a few things that need to be added including some contract work. Director 

Rajtora would like the Water District to continue to be involved in the recycling 

effort. 

➢ The IWVGA board approved a letter of intent at the July 13th meeting to buy 750 

acre-feet of Table A water for $6.4 million with a $2 million down payment. This 

was only an offer not a purchase. There are multiple things that have to be completed 

before the final purchase goes through; including an EPA report. 

➢ The IWVGA’s Finance advisor has recommended that the imported water bonding 

be through privately offered bonds, however there has been no further discussion of 

the bonds at the last 2 meetings. The finance Advisor, Wulff, Hansen & Co, was 

expecting to bring a firm financing offer to the IWVGA at the August meeting, 

however that did not happen. 

➢ The IWVGA’s transition to a new financial system is in progress, but there is no firm 

date as to when it will be completed. 

➢ Still no validated method to measure change in groundwater storage, thus                   

being unable to calculate recharge or overdraft. A new method is being worked on 

and when it is available it will be released directly to the Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) 

➢ The TAC has added 2 new members; one representing the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) and one from the Navy. 

➢ There is a Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting scheduled for today, August 

25th, at 5:00pm at Ridgecrest City Hall 
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4. Brackish Water Study 

Don Zdeba reported that the Brackish Study Group’s last meeting was January 27th.  He 

reached out to Wade Major, the consultant with Aquilogic doing the initial data analysis 

and interpretation of data, for an update this morning.  Wade advised Ramboll has been 

delayed in getting their analysis of the seismic data done because of European holiday 

schedules.  Tim Parker is scheduled to present some results tomorrow, so hopefully that 

will be the catalyst for the final evaluation of the Northern Agricultural Area suitability of 

a pilot project. The completion date for the Feasibility Study is March 30, 2023. 

 

5. Alternate Water Sources 

a. Exploration of sub-basins within the valley 

At the January 19th workshop, the Board approved up to $200,000 to obtain and 

reprocess additional remote sensing/seismic data collected during the 1980’s 

within the El Paso sub-basin area and update the Hydrological Conceptual 

Framework.   

 

John Jansen, with Collier Geophysical, reports his interpretation of a total of 103 

miles of seismic data is finished and the interpreted seismic sections and net sand 

estimates are in Ramboll's hands.  The final report is almost finished and he will 

be having discussions with Ramboll on how to finish it up. 

 

The total projected cost, including the cost to update the HCF, is approximately 

$180,000, below the budgetary figure.   

  

6. Grant Funding for Sub-basin Exploration 

With completion of the seismic data reprocessing, once that information is incorporated 

into the Hydrological Conceptual Framework, we can identify and evaluate potential sites 

to drill exploratory wells in the El Paso area.  DWR has indicated they intend to continue 

to fund the Technical Support Services program going forward.  The program has already 

funded completion of one well for the Groundwater Authority.  The Water District would 

be eligible to apply for funding from the program independently.  It needs to be 

determined how best to proceed with submitting an application.  Do we apply through the 

Groundwater Authority or independently as the Water District?  It is important that we 

communicate with the Groundwater Authority, but it is reasonable that the District would 

submit the application as an independent agency. 

 

7. Future Agenda Items 

None. 

 

8. Adjournment  

Meeting was adjourned at 2:13 pm 

 

 


