
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

 

WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2022 – 2:00 P.M. 

 

BOARD ROOM 

500 W. RIDGECREST BLVD., RIDGECREST 

 
Attendees: Ron Kicinski, Stan Rajtora, Jason Lillion, and Renée Morquecho 

 

1. Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.  

 

2. Committee/Public Comments 

None. 

 

3. Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority  

Director Rajtora reported on the October 12, 2022, Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 

Authority (IWVGA) Regular Board meeting and actions taken: 

➢ Imported Water Project – the purchase of the 750-acre feet of Table A entitlement is 

going slower than anticipated. A new, modified letter of intent has been sent to the 

seller. The IWVGA is continuing to look for a loan agent.  

➢ The Pipeline Alignment Study, which is being paid for by the $7.6 million state 

grant, is ongoing, The IWVWD is working with the IWVGA’s contractor Provost 

and Pritchard regarding the study. 

➢ Recycled Water Project – the original Recycled Water Project Study is complete and 

the draft report is due out by the end of this year. 

➢ Stetson was authorized to prepare a water recycling Title 16 Feasibility Study for the 

Bureau of Reclamation grant. The report should be complete by the end of the year.  

➢ The Rose Valley Sub-flow Monitoring Effort, funded by the Navy-Coso Royalty, is 

scheduled to start this fall or winter. Next year’s Navy-Coso Royalty Program will 

not have funding for any of the IWVGA projects.  

➢ Capital Core Group, the IWVGA’s lobbyist, is discussing Phase 2 of the Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) grant opportunities with the IWVGA staff. 

Department of Water Resources (DWR) expects to have $202 million in grant money 

available for the various Groundwater Authorities (GA’s). The last grant, received by 

the IWVGA, was applied solely to the implementation projects as opposed to using 

part of it for the GSP updates (which is allowed). Therefore, money will need to be 

barrowed from the replenishment fee for the GSP updates. 

➢ The Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) provided their proposed implementation 

phase modifications on the Communications & Engagement Plan to the IWVGA. 

Modifications needed to be made for the GSP updates. 

➢ The IWVGA’s new financial system has yet to be implemented. The General 

Manager has stated that there are a few hold ups: the audit is more complex and 
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therefore more time is being put into it and the audit team has new people so there is 

also a lot of training happening. The financial system update will resume after the 

audit is completed. 

➢ The IWVGA adopted the FY 2023 budget, the directors were only given 3 days to 

review the entire budget and Director Rajtora voted against approving it for this 

reason.  

➢ The fall well data collection has been completed for the first time in three years. 

➢ Stetson has provided a schedule for updating the aquifer model, which is a critical 

aspect of the 2023 GSP update. 

➢ Stetson is still having problems with the ability to measure the change to ground 

water and storage. This measurement is a fundament SGMA criteria. 

➢ The draft 2022 annual report is due for release to the IWVGA board and the 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on November 15th. The final report is due in 

April 2023. 

➢ There are 19 corrective actions that need to be addressed by the 2025 GSP update, 

however there is no schedule and no updates being given for correcting these 19 

discrepancies.  

➢ The next IWVGA Regular Board meeting is scheduled for November 9, 2022. 

 

4. Brackish Water Study 

The Brackish Study Group’s last meeting was January 27, 2022.  Progress since that time 

has been slow.  Tim Parker and Ramboll completed their work incorporating the re-

interpreted seismic data along with the SkyTEM data.  The information has been shared 

with Wade Major, with aquilogic.  Wade continues his review of the material to see if 

there are locational characteristics that might make for a better, and perhaps feasible, 

brackish project.  His review includes generating some cross-sections of the project area 

from GeoScene 3D.   

 

Wade and Don had a video meeting 2 weeks ago with Jennifer Pulido at DWR to update 

her on the project status.  Because little progress has been made since January the 

quarterly reports required by the grant had not been submitted.  Jennifer requested the 

reports be submitted along with an invoice with any costs incurred during this time.  

Wade is drafting the invoice and reports to submit to DWR.  Work will then resume on 

getting the draft, revisions, and final Feasibility Study done for DWR. The completion 

deadline for the Feasibility Study is March 30, 2023. 

 
5. Alternate Water Sources 

a. Exploration of sub-basins within the valley 

At the January 19th workshop, the Board approved up to $200,000 to obtain and 

reprocess additional remote sensing/seismic data collected during the 1980’s 

within the El Paso sub-basin area and update the Hydrological Conceptual 

Framework.   

 

John Jansen, with Collier Geophysical, provided a draft report on his 

interpretation of the 104 miles of seismic data to Ramboll for review and 

comment.  Ramboll has completed their review and provided a few minor edits.  
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John intended to schedule one more call with Tim Parker before finalizing the 

report last week. 

 

The total projected cost remains below the budgetary figure.    

 

6. Future Agenda Items 

None. 

 

7. Adjournment  

Meeting was adjourned at 2:37 pm 

 

 


